
LAHORE, August 7:
Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-
Q) chief and former
premier Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain on
Sunday condemned
the malicious cam-
paign on social media
ridiculing the sacri-
fices of the martyr-
doms of the chopper
crash, saying the prop-

aganda against the
Army is unacceptable.

Sharing his
thoughts, the PML-Q
supremo went on to
say that the Pak Army
has always stood for
the nation in all test-
ing times. Army has
played a great role in
restoring the situation
of law and order in the
country, the former
prime minister said.

PML-Q chief has
also said that the
entire country mourns
the loss of Army offi-
cials' lives in the Las-
bela incident. The for-
mer premier also
urged the politicians
to leave behind their
political interests and
support the army.-
SABAH 

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
PTI Chairman Imran Khan
on Sunday announced that
he would unveil his plan of
action to counter 'fascism' at
his party's power show in
Islamabad "six days from
now" on Saturday.

Sharing his thoughts on
Twitter, the former prime
minister lashed out at the
coalition government, saying
that a group of thieves have
been brought into power
through US conspiracy. He
penned, "People of Kufa,
despite knowing our beloved
Prophet (PBUH)'s Grandson
was on the path of truth, did
not come to help out of fear of
Yazid & allowed the greatest
tragedy of Islam to happen."

PTI Chairman also penned,
"Every era has its Yazids.
Pakistan is facing Yazidiyat
(fascism) today in the form of 
Continued on page 7
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Spokesperson CM Punjab, Fayyazul Hasan
Chohan is holding a press conference in

DGPR, Lahore on Sunday.

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah Khan on Sunday
lashed out at Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan, saying that
with the announcement of the

foreign funding case, the char-
acter of the former premier
has been exposed. Respond-
ing to Sheikh Rashid's state-
ment, Rana Sanaullah said
that Imran Khan is trying to
divert attention from his theft

for eight years. He went on to
say that it has been proved
that Akbar S Babar is right-
eous. Moreover, the Interior
Minister condemned the vili-
fication campaign against the
Army.-DNA

Foreign funding case exposed
Imran's character: Rana Sanaullah

BEIJING, August 7:  The
Chinese military will from
now on conduct "regular"
drills on the eastern side of the
median line of the Taiwan
Strait, Chinese state television
reported on Sunday, citing a
commentator.

The median line in the nar-
row strait between the island
of Taiwan and mainland Chi-
na is an unofficial line of con-
trol that military aircraft and
battleships from either side
normally do not cross.

The median line has never
been legally recognised, and is
an "imaginary" line drawn up
by the U.S. military for their
combat requirements in the
previous century, according to
the state television commen-
tator.

Earlier today, Chinese and
Taiwanese warships played
high-seas "cat and mouse" on
Sunday, hours before the
scheduled end of four days of
unprecedented Chinese mili-
tary exercises launched in
reaction to a visit to Taiwan by
the U.S. house speaker.

Nancy Pelosi's visit last
week to the self-ruled island
infuriated China, which
responded with test launches
of ballistic missiles over the
island's capital for the first
time and the cutting of com-

munication links with the
United States.

Some 10 warships each
from China and Taiwan sailed
at close quarters in the Taiwan
Strait, with some Chinese ves-
sels crossing the median line,
an unofficial buffer separating
the two sides, according to a

person with knowledge of the
matter.

As Chinese forces "pressed"
the line, as they did on Satur-
day, the Taiwan side stayed
close to monitor and, where
possible, deny the Chinese the
ability to cross.
Continued on page 7

China to conduct 'regular' military drills
East of Taiwan Strait median line

ISLAMABAD, August
7: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday while
expressing his displeas-
ure said that the social
media campaign, aimed
at belittling and ridicul-
ing the sacrifices of
martyrs, was horrifying.

On his Twitter handle,
he observed that the
self-righteous political
narratives were poison-
ing the minds of the
youth and spurring the
hate speech.

Expressing his worry,
the prime minister ques-
tioned 'Which way are
we headed?" and
stressed that the
moment called for a
deep reflection.

Earlier on Friday,
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said
that the regretful social
media campaign after
unfortunate helicopter
crash on August 1 has
caused deep anguish and
distress among Shuhada
families and Rank & File

of the Armed Forces
The spokesperson of

the military's media
wing said in a statement
that the army con-
demned the highly
unacceptable and
regretful social media
campaign.

"While the whole
nation stood with the
institution in this diffi-
cult time certain insen-
sitive quarters resorted
to hurtful and derogato-
ry comments on social
media which was unac-

ceptable and highly con-
demnable," the
spokesperson said.

On August 2, Director-
General of the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions Maj-Gen Babar
Iftikhar had confirmed
that all the six military
personnel, including
Commander 12 Corps
Lt-Gen Sarfraz Ali, were
martyred in a helicopter
crash.

He said the wreckage
of the unfortunate Pak-
istan Army helicopter,

which had lost contact
with the Air Traffic
Control Monday
evening while on a relief
operation, was found in
Mus Goth, Lasbela.

The military chopper
had gone missing while
it was en route from
Quetta to Karachi at
around 5:30pm a day
earlier. The personnel
in the chopper were
overseeing the flood
relief efforts in the
southwest of the coun-
try.-SABAH

Social media campaign against sacrifices of
martyrs is horrifying: Shehbaz Sharif

Propaganda over
chopper crash is
unacceptable: 
Ch Shujaat

Imran Khan to
unveil plan over
countering 
'fascism' on
August 13

LONDON, August 7:
After the dollar's deprecia-
tion against the rupee,
PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif shared with reporters
in London that Pakistan's
economic situation would
further improve in the com-
ing days.

"This is Allah's blessing.
We are sinners, but Insha
Allah, the country's situa-
tion will improve," said
Nawaz when he was
informed of the decrease in
the price of the rupee.

The PML-N supremo was
talking to reporters after

meeting former Punjab
chief minister Hamza Shah-
baz.

Coalition govt to take PTI
foreign funding case to its
logical conclusion: Hamza

After holding a meeting
with Nawaz, Hamza told
journalists that all coalition
government parties have
unanimously decided to
take PTI's prohibited fund-
ing case to its "logical con-
clusion".

"The nation will hold the
so-called Sadiq and Ameen
[Imran Khan] accountable
for Continued on page 7

After dollar depreciation,
Nawaz Sharif says 
country's economic situation
to further improve

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb Sunday said
implementation on the Elec-
tion Commission of Pak-
istan's (ECP) verdict in the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf's

(PTI) prohibited funding
case was underway.

"The decision in the PTI's
foreign funding case has
been given, which is being
implemented as per law,"
she said in a news statement
while reacting to PTI leader
Fawad Chaudhry's com-
ments on social media.

She said Imran Khan had
submitted false affidavit
with ECP five times as per
the decision. The PTI sought
51 adjournments, changed
nine lawyers, and filed 11
petitions with the court 
Continued on page 7

ECP verdict against PTI
prohibited funding
being implemented as
per law: Marriyum Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Pakistan strongly con-
demns the storming of the
courtyards of Al-Aqsa
Mosque by Israeli settlers
under the protection of
Israeli occupying forces on
Sunday

This provocative action
has blatantly violated the
sanctity of the Qibla-e-Awal
and hurt the sentiments of
Muslims across the world.

Such incidents are fla-

grant violations of interna-
tional law, international
norms and practices. Any
attempt to change the his-
torical and legal status of
Al-Aqsa Mosque must stop.

Pakistan calls upon the
international community to
take urgent action to put an
end to the Israeli aggression
and violations, which con-
tinue to fuel violence, ten-
sion and instability in the 
Continued on page 7

Pakistan strongly condemns
the storming of the 
courtyards of Al-Aqsa
Mosque by Israeli settlers

ISLAMABAD, August
7: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader
Fawad Chaudhry on
Sunday said that his
party submitted com-
plete details of 13
accounts to the Elec-
tion Commission of
Pakistan (ECP).

Addressing a press
conference in federal
capital, the former
information minister
Fawad said that gov-
ernment has lost its
cool over funding of
PTI and it has exagger-
ated amount of funds
the party received.

The former minister
also asked under what
jurisdiction Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA) is sending to
notices to PTI leaders.

Earlier in the day,
Fawad said that incum-
bent government is
using ECP among other
tactics to run away
from early elections.

Fawad Chaudhry, in
a tweet, said that the
government is trying
different tactics
including using NA
Speaker's office to hold
elections in con-
stituencies of their
choice and dragging
martyrs into politics
just to delay polls.

Former Information
Minister claimed the
ruling alliance is
against elections
because they know that
Imran Khan will get
two-third majority if
polls are held.-NNI

PTI provided
complete details
of 13 accounts to
ECP: Fawad Ch

KARACHI, August 7:
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) has
launched a formal inves-
tigation into the alleged
theft of material worth
over Rs10 billion in Pak-
istan Steel Mill (PSM).
According to details, FIA
Corporate Crime Circle
Karachi has started an
investigation under
Inquiry No. 44 following
the formal request of the
Industries and Produc-
tion Ministry. The min-
istry wrote a letter to the
FIA requesting to launch
an immediate and trans-
parent investigation to
bring to light the ele-
ments involved in the
shocking theft. It is
believed that the assets
of PSM were stolen in
collusion with some offi-
cers in the management.
FIA has written a letter
to Riaz Hussain Mangi,
the focal person of the
PSM asking him for the
detail's information of
the heads of the security
department, security
supervisor, storage,
warehouse and guards
posted at all internal and
external gates till Janu-
ary 1, 2018. The request-
ed Continued on page 7

FIA starts
investigation
into PSM 
mega theft

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Pakistan on Sunday categor-
ically rejected the ludicrous
comments and fallacious
claims made by the Indian
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson,
regarding a statement of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).

The Foreign Office
Spokesperson in a press
release said "India's hubris
in this regard is deplorable."

The spokesperson said,
"OIC is the largest multilat-
eral forum of Islamic coun-
tries representing more than
1.7 billion Muslims and have

always been vocal in support
of the legitimate rights of the
Kashmiri people, who had
suffered unspeakably from
India's over seven-decades
long illegal occupation and
unabated oppression."

The OIC Secretariat, in a
statement on August 5, reit-
erated its stance over India's
illegal and unilateral actions
of August 5, 2019 in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

The spokesperson further
said it was indeed astound-
ing to see an unabashed
practitioner of 'Hindutva' to
accuse others of 'bigotry' or

'communal agenda.'
"Equally appalling is the

audacity of an established
serial violator of human
rights and purveyor of state-
terrorism, pointing accusing
fingers towards others," the
spokesperson said.

Jammu and Kashmir was
never a part of India, and
never would be. It is an inter-
nationally recognized "dis-
puted" territory between
Pakistan and India that has
been under forcible and ille-
gal Indian occupation since
1947.

The dispute remained on
the agenda of the United

Nations Security Council for
nearly 75 years. The relevant
UNSC resolutions pledged to
the Kashmiris their inalien-
able right to self-determina-
tion, to be exercised through
a free and impartial
plebiscite under the auspices
of the United Nations, it was
added.

While perpetuating its

tyranny and injustice, the
spokesperson said India
would not succeed in mis-
leading the international
community by claiming
"socio-economic growth and
development" in the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK). No
amount of repetition would
turn a falsehood into truth.

In the interest of justice as
well as durable peace and
security in South Asia, India
must honour its commit-
ment to the Kashmiris and to
the world community by
faithfully implementing the
UNSC resolutions on Jam-
mu and Kashmir dispute, the
spokesperson maintained.-
NNI

Pakistan rejects
Indian remarks
over OIC statement
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LAHORE, August 7:  Per-
formance Audit Wing,
Lahore organized a three
days online course on "Audit
of disaster management".
This course for ECOSAI inau-
gurated by Muhammad Sami
Ullah Teepu the Director
General Performance Audit
Wing. He welcomed the par-

ticipants and apprised them
of the fact that climate
changes are the main causes
of disasters these days.
Nations are facing weather
extremes, glacier retreats,
intense storms, flash floods,
wildfires, increase in temper-
ature, drought etc. Disasters
are having negative impact

on economy, social fabric,
infrastructure, food availabil-
ity etc. 45 participants from
six (06) SAIs including Azer-
baijan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait,
Tajikistan, Turkey and Pak-
istan attended this course.
The main features of the
course were Disaster Risk
assessment, Risk Reduction,

Prevention, Mitigation and
Governance framework for
managing disaster. Perfor-
mance Audit Methodology in
the Audit of Disaster man-
agement, best international
practices specially of INTO-
SAI and examples of disas-
ter-related auditing were dis-
cussed in this course along

with group discussions and
exercises. The training mod-
ules were so designed that it
comprehensively covered all
the important areas of Audit
of Disaster Management, this
enabling the participants
how to prepare audit report
based on international stan-
dards. -PR

COURSE ON "AUDIT OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT " FOR ECOSAI

45 participants from six SAIs including Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kuwait, Tajikistan, Turkey and Pakistan attending the course



Provincial Vice President of National Waran Party and significant personality of 
Swat, Nasrullah Khan Nasir are with PTI Chairman Imran Khan and CM KPK 

Mahmood Khan on the occasion of joining PTI. LAHORE, August 7: The
Punjab government has giv-
en the approval to establish
the 'Ehsaas Ration Subsidy
Programme' in the province
on Sunday.

Punjab Chief Minister
Chaudhry PervaizElahi has
given in-principle approval
to start the 'Ehsaas Ration
Subsidy Programme'
throughout the province and
has decided to give Rs1500
instead of Rs1000 to poor
people under this initiative.
He further said that under
the 'Ehsaas Ration Subsidy
Programme', poor people
will get flour, pulses and
ghee at cheaper prices.

CM Elahi has directed to
form a ministerial steering
committee to implement

'Ehsaas Ration Subsidy Pro-
gramme', DrSaniaNishtar
will head the committee.

Chaudhry PervaizElahi
said that a working group
will also be formed in con-
nection with 'Ehsaas Ration
Subsidy Programme'. An ef-
fective monitoring system
will be created for the imple-
mentation of the pro-
gramme, he said.

CM Elahi further said that
'Ehsaas Ration Subsidy Pro-
gramme'is a big step towards
poverty alleviation and wel-
fare state.

DrSaniaNishtar gave a
briefing over the features of
'Ehsaas Ration Subsidy Pro-
gram', 'Ehsaas Card' and
'Ehsaas Protection Pro-
gramme'.-DNA

Punjab govt approves
Ehsaas Ration 
Subsidy Programme

NHT REPORT 

ISLAMABAD, August 7: The
State of Palestine condemns
the Israeli occupation's pre-
meditated assault on the Pales-
tinian people in Gaza. It stress-
es that Israel's continued ag-
gression, including its recent
assault on Gaza and the contin-
ued illegal siege of the Strip, is
in flagrant and grave breach of
every tenet of international
law, including the Fourth
Geneva Convention, and Unit-
ed Nations resolutions. The
Ministry calls on the interna-
tional community, in particu-
lar the Security Council and
High Contracting Parties to the
Fourth Geneva Convention, to
take immediate action to bring
a halt to this Israeli military ag-

gression against the defense-
less Palestinian people in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory
and to save human lives.

The absence of internation-
al accountability continues to
encourage Israel, the colonial
occupying Power, to persist in
carrying out serious interna-
tional crimes against the
Palestinian people, trampling
on their human rights and
causing widespread death, in-
jury and wanton destruction.
The Security Council's paraly-
sis in particular and familiar
to provide protection has led
Israel to believe that it has the
green light to kill Palestinians,
including children, at will and
that it can perpetrate its
crimes without any conse-
quence. 

State of Palestine
condemns Israeli
assault on Gaza
- Terms continued Israeli aggression, including
illegal siege of the Strip as flagrant  breach of 
international law & UN resolutions

ISLAMABAD, August
7:  Acknowledging the
complaints of irregulari-
ties in the voters' list, the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has de-
cided to re-verify the elec-
tion lists in collaboration
with NADRA and the lo-
cal government.  Accord-
ing to a private news
channel, the ECP has de-
cided to remove the irreg-
ularities in voter lists
from NADRA and local
government records. The
sources said the ECP will
instruct the District Elec-
tion Commissioners to
conduct self-monitoring
of local government
records and electoral
rolls.  As per the ECP de-
cision, an appeal will also
be made to the public to
eliminate irregularities in
the electoral rolls and an
advertisement campaign
will be conducted asking
all the people to confirm
their vote by texting their
vote to 8300.  The
sources said that the ECP
has also decided to re-
lease the final list of elec-
toral rolls on August 25
and until the election
schedule is released, any
citizen will be able to ver-
ify his vote and vote
transfer. -DNA

Irregularities in
voters' list: 
ECP decides 
to remove 
complaints

KARACHI, August 7:
Acting Governor Sindh
Agha Siraj Khan Durrani
visited the shrine of
HazratLalShahbazQalan-
dar and prayed for the
prosperity and solidarity
of the province and the
country.

Agha Siraj Khan Dur-
rani also distributed lan-
gar among the deserving
people. On this occasion,
he said that Sindh is the
land of Sufis and Saints.
Islam spread in Sindh
province due to their
teachings and character.

Agha Siraj Khan Dur-
rani said that they always
taught the lessons of love,
peace, brotherhood to
their followers. The Act-
ing Governor said that "I
am fortunate that I regu-
larly visit the shrine of
HazratLal ShahbazQa-
landar and whenever I
am in any trouble I come
here to pray." He said
that ShaheedBibi always
advised him that if he
wanted to get peace of
mind, go to the shrines
and pray there. -Agencies

Acting Governor
visits Shrine 
of Hazrat Lal
Shahbaz 
Qalandar

ISLAMABAD, Au-
gust 7:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Vice President Fawad
Chaudhry has said
that no one has the
guts to disqualify his
party Chairman and
former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan as
they have planned for
the last phase.  The
PTI leader addressed
a press conference at
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
House in Islamabad
on Sunday.  Fawad
said that who has the
guts to disqualify Im-
ran Khan, adding that
they have prepared
for the last phase and
will not let the rulers
run away from the
elections in any case.
The former interior
minister said the gov-
ernment is going
berserk over the PTI
prohibited funding is-
sue. He announced
the formation of a
Joint Investigation
Team (JIT) in Punjab
regarding the May 25
cases against the par-
ty leaders.  PTI leader
Fawad expressed a
hope that Federal In-
terior Minister Rana
Sanaullah and other
responsible authori-
ties of the May 25 cas-
es will not hide and
will appear in the JIT.
He said that the Pun-
jab government will
move forward quickly
on the issue of the
Model Town tragedy,
for which Punjab
Chief Minister
Chaudhry ParvezElahi
has directed action.
Fawad said that PTI's
13 accounts have also
been declared and the
details of each one
have been provided to
the Election Commis-
sion. He said that in
2013, money was
transferred from the
central account of the
party to these ac-
counts for election ex-
penses.-NNI

No one has the
guts to disqualify
Imran Khan:
Fawad Chaudhry

LAHORE, August 7:  The
Director General of the
Gwadar Development Au-
thority (GDA) Mujeeb Ur
RehmanQambrani on Sun-
day said that the Gwadar Port
is going to be a shining pearl
in the entire region, as the
largest Gwadar International
Airport would be operational
next year in Sept 2023 to con-
nect it to the major cities of
Pakistan and the world.  In a
presentation to the business
community of Punjab provin-
cial capital, held here at a lo-
cal hotel, the GDA DG stated

that the seaport was getting
ready to anchor the mother
ships of up to 70,000 Metric
Tons. He announced that the
Gwadar is now being linked
to the national grid by the end
of next year, as an agreement
of a power supply of 100MW
has been signed in this regard
to lessen the city's depend-
ence on electricity supply
from Iran. Moreover, the
300MW coal power plant is
also under construction to
fulfil the immediate electricity
needs of this coastal city. He
revealed the GDA was going

to have a big investment con-
ference in Gwadar to attract
new investment in the manu-
facturing sector in the area.
The Director General of GDA
informed the businessmen
that a chain of International
Sea Food is being launched in
Gwadar's West Bay's kaleido-
scopic waters, transforming
this site into a major tourist
attraction. He revealed in his
presentation that a dispute
resolution committee was al-
so formed to address the
grievances of the new allot-
tees in this area.   - DNA 

Gwadar Airport to be operational
next year in September

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity has commenced ad-
missions in merit-based
programs offered in the
first phase of autumn 2022
semester including
BS,MBA, MS/MPhil and
PhD and the deadline for
the submission of admis-
sion application form is

August 22, 2022.
According to admission

department, prospectuses
and admission forms for
these programs are avail-
able online on the universi-
ty website (www.aiou.edu.
pk) and admission can only
be applied via online mode.
Online admission proce-
dure is presented in the

prospectuses in detail. Ad-
missions to BS, 1.5 and 2.5
year MBA (New Scheme)
programs will be granted
purely on merit basis
whereas the candidates will
appear in entry test to qual-
ify for admission in Com-
monwealth of Learning
(COL) MBA/MPA, MS/
MPhil and PhD.  - PR

AIOU commences admission
in merit-based programmes

ISLAMABAD, August 7: A
Chinese Company has helped
the flood-affected people in
northern areas of Pakistan.

CEC Hydropower Seventh
Bureau Pakistan Basha Dam
and Tangir Hydropower Pro-
ject Teams responded
promptly to the news of the
devastating flood and re-
mained at the frontline of res-
cue and relief efforts to fight
the disaster together along-
side Pakistani brothers, a
company's statement said on
Sunday.

On July 30, a flash flood
broke out in the Tangir Dis-
trict of Pakistan's Gilgit-
Baltistan due to heavy rain-

fall, resulting in damage to
farmland and destruction of
roads and canals, which has
seriously affected the lives of
the local residents.

On July 31, after surveying
the flood-hit area, the project
team formulated an immedi-
ate plan and deployed Tangir
Hydropower Station con-
struction personnel and ex-
cavator equipment to the af-
fected areas to participate in
rescue and relief work, ac-
cording to the statement.
The workers were also in-
volved in clearing the col-
lapsed infrastructure, dredg-
ing the wrecked roads, elimi-
nating hidden hazards and

refilling the foundations of
the irrigation canal to protect
the lives and property of lo-
cal people.

After two days of construc-
tion work, the project person-
nel succeeded in unblocking
and rebuilding the collapsed
roads and communications/
transportation has been re-
stored in the affected areas.

The statement said that the
backfilling of the irrigation
canal foundation work is still
underway, and the project
personnel will continue to pay
more attention to the disaster
management and will coop-
erate with the local authori-
ties and people.-DNA

Chinese company helping flood-
affected people in Gilgit Baltistan

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
The newly commissioned
Pakistan Navy Ship
TAIMUR visited Naval
Base Lumut, Malaysia
during return passage
from China to Pakistan.

Upon arrival at port, PN
Ship was received by De-
fence Attaché of Pakistan
at Kuala Lumpur Cdre
Nasir Mahmood and sen-
ior officials from Royal
Malaysian Navy (RMN).
On this occasion, the mil-
itary band of Malaysia
played tunes as part of
welcome gesture. 

The visit of PNS
TAIMUR included har-
bour and sea phases. In
harbour phase table top
discussions on profes-
sional matters and bilat-

eral interactions with
military leadership were
held. Afterward at sea, bi-
lateral naval exercise
MALPAK-IV was organ-
ised to enhance interop-
erability between the two
navies.

During the port visit,
the Commanding Officer
PNS TAIMUR, Captain
Yasir Tahir called on
Deputy Western Fleet
Cdr of RMN and CO KD
SULTAN IDRIS I. During
the interactions, matters
of mutual interest and bi-
lateral cooperation were
discussed. On the occa-
sion Commanding Officer
of PN ship conveyed well
wishes from Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan

Niazi for the people of
Malaysia in general and
Malaysian Navy in partic-
ular. Officers of RMN and
diplomatic corps in Kuala
Lumpur visited onboard
PNS TAIMUR. Visiting
dignitaries were briefed
about Pakistan Navy ini-
tiative of Regional Mar-
itime Security Patrol in
Indian Ocean Region. PN
Officers  also visited
RMN training facilities
and ship KD JEBAT.

Visit of Pakistan Navy
Ship to Malaysia and par-
ticipation in naval drill
provided an opportunity
for both friendly coun-
tries to further enhance
the existing close diplo-
matic ties and cordial re-
lations.-PR

PAKISTAN NAVY SHIP TAIMUR VISITS MALAYSIA AND PARTICIPATES IN BILATERAL NAVAL DRILL

During the interactions, matters of
mutual interest and bilateral 
cooperation were discussed between
the officers of both the Navies

NHT REPORT 

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
HRDN launched a tree
plantation drive," Plant
for Pakistan "as part of the
75th independencean-
niversary celebrations  at-
JamiaGhousia Zia-ul-
Uloom Rawalpindi. Thes-
tudents and management
of Jamia and HRDN
jointly planted 350
saplings of

Guava,Sukhcahin,Cypi-
am and Kachnar.

The students took an ac-
tive part in the speech
competition by highlight-

ing the importance anden-
vironmental benefits of
trees in the light of Quran
and Sunnah. The deliber-
ated that as per the Quran-
ic teachings each of us is
the custodian of nature so
wehave to live in harmony
with the environment. The
world is scourged with cli-
mate change andextreme
weather patterns, the trees
can save us from the ill ef-
fects of climate change. 

Prophet Muhammad
SAW said: "If a Muslim
plants a tree or sows
seeds, and then a bird, or
aperson or an animal

eats from it, it is regard-
ed as a charitable gift or
sadaqah for him.
(Bukhari) Ms. Robeela-
Bangash-CEO HRDN ac-
knowledged the active
participation of students,
JamiaGhousia Manage-
ment and of the partners
in providing tree
saplings. She said that
treeplantation is a noble
deed and is a major step
forward in mitigating the
dangers ofclimate
change. The post planta-
tion care was emphasized
and the idea of "Adopt
aPlant" was shared.

HRD Network organises tree
plantation campaign at 
Jamia Ghousia Zia-ul-Uloom 
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Commanding officer PNS TAIMUR exchanging views with Deputy
Western Fleet Commander of Royal Malaysian Navy during PNS

TAIMUR visit to Malaysia.
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President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
has received credentials of
the newly appointed
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Panama Mariela
del Carmen Sagel Rosas,
Azernews reports.
Ambassador Mariela del
Carmen Sagel Rosas pre-
sented her credentials to
President Ilham Aliyev. The
head of state then spoke
with the ambassador.

President Ilham Aliyev
said that the two countries
maintained good coopera-
tion within the framework
of international organiza-
tions, especially in the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM),
and expressed gratitude to
Panama for the extension of
Azerbaijan's chairmanship
of this organization, as well
as for the support of
Panama for the initiatives
put forward by Azerbaijan
regarding COVID-19.
Noting that Azerbaijan as

chair of the Movement was
making effort towards insti-
tutional development of the
Non-Aligned Movement,
President Ilham Aliyev
emphasized that two impor-
tant events in this regard –
the Baku conference of the
Non-Aligned Movement
Parliamentary Network and
the Youth Summit of the
Non-Aligned Movement –
had been held very success-
fully, adding that this gave
the Movement a further
impetus. The head of state
pointed to the support of
member states of the organ-
ization in this regard.
President Ilham Aliyev
described the adoption of a
unanimous decision by
member states on the exten-
sion of Azerbaijan's chair-
manship of the organization
as an expression of great
support and respect for
Azerbaijan.

Touching upon bilateral
relations, the head of state
noted the need to identify

opportunities for coopera-
tion in the economic field
and eliminate the lack of
information between busi-
ness circles. President Ilham
Aliyev expressed his confi-
dence that the newly-
appointed Ambassador
would contribute to the
expansion of relations
between the two countries.

Expressing her gratitude
for the kind words, Mariela
del Carmen Sagel Rosas
noted that despite the
small size of the territory of
Panama, it had great eco-
nomic and commercial
opportunities. Ambassador
Mariela del Carmen Sagel
Rosas drew attention to the
possibility of using the
opportunities of her coun-
try as an international hub
in this regard.  The
Ambassador also expressed
hope that the relations
between the two countries
would expand in the areas
of trade, culture and oth-
ers.- AZER NEWS

President Ilham Aliyev accepts 
credentials of newly appointed

Ambassador of Panama

Turkmenistan's position
remains unchanged: It is
committed to ‘one China’
policy and supports the sov-
ereignty and territorial
integrity of China on the
basis of international law, the
Turkmen Foreign Ministry
said in its press release on the
meeting between Deputy
Foreign Minister Vepa
Hajiyev and Ambassador of
China to Turkmenistan Qian
Naicheng on Friday.

Discussing international
issues, the diplomats stated
the coincidence or similarity

of positions of Turkmenistan
and China on the most
pressing issues of the global
agenda, and also noted the
active cooperation at the
regional level.

The sides recognized that
the key to this successful
work is the strict adherence
by both countries to the
norms and principles of the
UN Charter, and in the first
place, respect for the sover-
eignty, territorial integrity
and non-interference in the
internal affairs of each other.

For many years,

Turkmenistan has repeated-
ly declared its support for
the policy of ‘one China’,
which was documented in all
fundamental Turkmen-
Chinese official documents,
according to the statement.

The diplomats also dis-
cussed a wide range of issues
relating to further develop-
ment of Turkmen-Chinese
relations. They stated the
high efficiency of implemen-
tation of joint economic and
socio-cultural projects.

The sides stressed that
meetings at the highest lev-
els are the main factor in
deepening the relations of
strategic partnership
between Turkmenistan and
China. In this regard, they
proposed to discuss organi-
zation of reciprocal state,
parliamentary and govern-
ment visits.

At the end of the meeting,
the sides agreed to continue
diplomatic contacts in accor-
dance with the previously
outlined plans.

BUSINESS 
TURKMENISTAN

Turkmenistan 
reiterates support 

for one China policy Vice Minister of Digital
Development, Innovations
and Aerospace Industry
Askhat Orazbek talked
about the timeline for 5G
introduction in Kazakhstan,
Kazinform correspondent
reports.

5G is tested in a pilot
mode in some cities of the
country locally in the areas
with the highest number of
users, Vice Minister
Orazbek said at an interna-
tional forum ‘Towards
Digital Kazakhstan’ in the
Kazakh capital.

In his words, 5G network
will be available in popula-
tion clusters, Turkistan as
well as the cities of republi-
can subordinance, namely
Nur-Sultan, Almaty and
Shymkent.

«We do realize that 5G
introduction will result in a
hike in mobile data traffic
and the development of IT
sector and smart homes.
This is a trend. We will work
together with mobile opera-
tors. We have a clear vision
of how to do it,» Askhat
Orazbek said.

He added that 5G will
become available in 2024.
«I believe that the popula-
tion will be able to enjoy 5G
in the territory of our coun-
try in two years’ time, he
added. - KABAR

5G likely to 
be introduced
in Kazakhstan

in 2024

Russian and Kazakh
navies docked at the Baku
port on August 5, Azernews
reports, citing Azerbaijani
Defense Ministry. The war-
ships are in Azerbaijan to
participate in the Sea Cup
contest to be held as part of
the “International Army
Games-2022” in the territo-
rial waters of Azerbaijan in
the Caspian Sea.

The Azerbaijani armed
forces have taken part in the
International Army Games
since 2015. Since then the
Azerbaijani army has partic-
ipated in the Tank Biathlon,
Sniper Frontier, Military
medical relay race, Field
Kitchen, Masters of Artillery
Fire, and Sea Cup competi-
tions.

The Azerbaijani represen-
tatives twice won the Sea
Cup competition. Moreover,
our team won 3rd place in
the Masters of Artillery Fire
and the Field Kitchen con-
tests. In addition,
Azerbaijani tankers took 4th
place in the Tank Biathlon
among the strongest teams
in 2019. It should be noted
that the number of compe-
titions that the Azerbaijani
army joins increases every
year. - AZER NEWS

Russian,
Kazakh 

warships dock
at Baku port
for upcoming
army games
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VISITING Samarkand
and not paying  attention
to Siab market means

missing one of the most interest-
ing adventures. The oriental
market is a special place where
you can feel a live atmosphere of
the ancient city. Many years ago,
bazaars served as the main
strategic points on the Great Silk
Road trade development. Siab
Bazaar in Samarkand is one of
the most interesting and ancient
must see sights.

Siab market is conveniently
located, with the great mosque
of Bibi-Khanim in only few min-
utes' walk away. There is anoth-
er landmark not far from the
bazaar - Hazrat Khizir Mosque.
The area of the market impress-
es with its 5 ha of trade rows.
The main entrance is done in
the form of a lofty three-fold
arch adorned with blue mosaic.
Trading rows are under tents
that protect the bazaar from a
burning sun in summer and
from wind and rain in winter.

When crossing the threshold
of the arch, you will find your-

self in a different, rather magic
atmosphere with lots of bright
colors around you, hubbub of
voices of customers and mer-
chants, and certainly abundance
of fruits and vegetables. Siab
Bazaar practically never sleeps.
The purchase starts before the
sunrise and ends late in the
evening. 

Siab Bazaar is a dekhkan
(agricultural) market; there you
will mainly find vegetables and
fruits grown in Uzbekistan, as
well as local hand-made prod-
ucts. Trading rows are condi-
tionally divided according to

types of goods. Local sellers say
that Siab dried fruits, sweets
and nuts are so tasty that make
residents of the capital city trav-
el there for their portion. It is
also possible to meet huge num-
ber and kinds of spices at the
bazaar, even the rare ones.
Apart from the edible products,
you can buy pieces from local
artisans and masters.

Special attention should be
given to a bread row, as
Samarkand bread is a special
sort of local flour product. You
can see more than 17 kinds of
bread at the Siab market.

What is an oriental market with-
out tasting?! there, as in any other
bazaar, kind-hearted vendors will
not only allow you to taste the
product before purchasing, but
will also insist on it. Surely, the
main subtlety of the oriental
bazaar is a bargaining tradition.
Each buyer has a duty to trade
with the seller before a purchase.
The point is not about reducing
the price, rather a habit that Asian
dwellers have formed from the
childhood. The one who shows the
talent will gain in the end.

Except fresh and various
goods, Siab market in

Samarkand has another feature
- this is the place where you can
find out the latest news and
events happening in the city.
Uzbek people are very sociable
and people get involved in con-
versations even with strangers.

After visiting this bazaar, you
will dive into the atmosphere of
Samarkand festivity, mystery
and will be able to understand
the historical city on the Great
Silk road. Along with ripen
fruits and hot bread; you will
take with yourself a piece of ori-
ental atmosphere that will stay
with you forever.

Uzbekistan: Characteristics of Siab Bazaar Samarkand

Prime Minister of
Kazakhstan Alikhan Smailov
held a meeting with Nayef
Falah Al-Hajraf, the Secretary
General of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of
the Gulf arrived in
Kazakhstan for an official
visit, Kazinform cites the
press service of the Kazakh
government. The sides debat-
ed the issues of cooperation in
trade and economic, invest-
ment, transport and logistics,
energy and agroindustrial
sectors. During the meeting,
the Kazakh PM pointed out
that Kazakhstan takes an
interest in further strengthen-
ing its strategic partnership
with the Organization's coun-
tries. «We have huge poten-
tial for developing trade and
investment cooperation.

Kazakhstan is ready to further
ensure a favorable business
climate for all investors.
Therefore, taking this oppor-
tunity I'd like to invite busi-
ness circles of the Council to
implement joint projects,»
said Smailov.

The Head of the Kazakh
government noted that the
country is ready to increase
its export of high-quality
flour, oilseed, and other agri-
cultural products to the
countries of the Persian
Gulf, as well as strengthen
interaction in transit, includ-
ing the development of the
Trans-Caspian international
transport route. Smailov
added that the expansion of
the geography of flights,
including the inauguration
of direct flights from

Kazakhstan to Oman and
Bahrain, should be dealt
with to further develop
inter-State ties.

In his turn, Nayef Falah
Al-Hajraf pointed out that
the last visit of Kazakh
President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev to Saudi Arabia
contributed greatly to the
strengthening of relations
with the Arab countries.
«The Persian Gulf countries
have great plans to invest in
Kazakhstan. We think it is
important to hold joint busi-
ness forums to determine
mutually beneficial areas of
cooperation. In particular,
we're interested in develop-
ing partnership in energy,
agriculture, and education,»
he said.

KAZINFORM

Persian Gulf
countries interested in

investing in Kazakhstan

Alibaba Group, founded in 1999 and
headquartered in Hangzhou, is China’s
largest IT company operating in the field
of Internet commerce, the owner of such
web portals as Taobao, Tmall, Alibaba
and AliExpress, KunUz reported.

Reportedly, in order to develop e-com-
merce, at the initiative of the Consulate
General of Uzbekistan in Shanghai, an
online presentation was held on the topic
“Promotion of goods of Uzbekistan on the
Alibaba.com online platform”.

The event was held with the participa-
tion of representatives of the Chinese
company Alibaba Group, the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Uzbekistan,
the Export Promotion Agency under the
Ministry of Investments and Foreign
Trade of the Republic, as well as more
than 200 entrepreneurs of Uzbekistan.

The Chinese side held an extended pres-
entation for entrepreneurs of Uzbekistan
with full information about the possibility
of the Alibaba platform, the prospects for
trade contracts, cooperation, as well as
the process and conditions for connecting

to the national online pavilion of
Uzbekistan, which will be launched in
September 2022.

The company owns one of the world’s
largest cloud computing infrastructures
and assets in the media and entertain-
ment industries. The main activities are
trade operations between companies
under the B2B scheme and online retail
trade of Alibaba (Alibaba China, Alibaba
International) - a marketplace for organi-
zations (B2B) in 190 countries of the
world. - KABAR

Uzbekistan to launch
national online pavilion on

Alibaba platform in September
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THE GLOBAL security
architecture that emanat-
ed from the ashes of World

War II was well intended. Yet, the
intent was lost with the world's
changing polarities and the hijack-
ing of the definition of internation-
al order by a handful of countries.

Later, at the turn of the century
when globalization was taking root
and national interests were
becoming international interests,
new players entered the arena
with legitimate concerns. They put
up a convincing case that global
governance was far from being a
workable arrangement.

China, too, is calling for building
a regional and global security
architecture that is balanced and
sustainable. China's deputy per-
manent representative to the
United Nations, Geng Shuang, last
week called on the international
community to build a balanced
global and regional security archi-
tecture, while saying China will
protect its own sovereignty at all
costs.

Despite isolationist tendencies
emerging in the West, globaliza-
tion is not reversing any time
soon. China, therefore, calls for
thinking in collective terms, where
all countries remain considerate of
each other.

Whenever this compassion was

absent, the world saw knee-jerk
reactions to the most serious of
issues. A key priority in this regard
is to uphold the UN Charter rather
than leave the international order
to the whims of countries with
hegemonic designs. Humanity has
agreed to this document after ages
of discontent and violence. It
should hence be respected and
abided by.

There are also cases where the
UN Charter is selectively applied.
What happens with such double
standards is that humanity's trust

in the UN erodes, inching the
world closer to where it was before
this largest multilateral body was
formed.

Now, as the world's unipolar
moment has come to an end, mul-
tipolarity is again becoming the
predominant order. Any country
that wishes to stick to its excep-
tionalist ideologies is living in the
past. In this era of interdepend-
ence, others' interests cannot be
trumped while trying to perpetu-
ate one's own.

Amid all the noise, a positive

development from France and
Germany is their realization of a
balanced and sustainable
European security framework to
establish freestanding communi-
cation channels, independent of
American diktat.

This framework is fully endorsed
by China to strengthen the lasting
security of Europe and to build the
continent's strategic autonomy. If
it enables the EU to maintain
equal-footed dialogues with the
U.S. or NATO, it will be a step clos-
er to making the global security

architecture more balanced.
While many European countries

remain part of NATO, the alliance
clearly remains dominated by the
U.S. This is exactly why NATO has
not been able to safeguard
European interests. The insecurity
generated by the ongoing Ukraine
crisis is a testament to the fact.

In any direction NATO expands,
Europe will be affected.
Meanwhile, the U.S., with no skin
in the game, can continue pushing
Ukraine to confront Russia and
bear no implications. As long as
Europe remains reliant on the
U.S.-led bloc, the world's slide into
another Cold War remains a fore-
seeable possibility.

The divisions caused by bloc pol-
itics hamper stability at a time
when joint efforts are needed to
bring the global economy out of its
present state. Binary options pre-
sented by such inherently divisive
systems only cause additional
blows to multilateralism.

It must be understood that sub-
jection to blocs only increases the
likelihood of conflict. Since mem-
bers cannot make decisions inde-
pendent of bloc leaders, they often
find themselves in situations that
are disadvantageous to them and
are forced to take actions that push
them into confrontations.

The same will be the case in a
NATO-like alliance the U.S. is try-
ing to work up in the Asia-Pacific.
Needlessly apprehensive of

China's peaceful economic rise,
the U.S. is rallying nations of the
region. But for these nations, as
the author Robert D. Kaplan puts
it in his book "Asia's cauldron: the
South China Sea and the end of a
stable Pacific," China is a geo-
graphical fact and the U.S. is mere-
ly a geopolitical concept.

These countries have been
observing abrupt American disen-
gagements in Syria and
Afghanistan and how a chess-
board approach initially enticed
Ukraine and then led it straight
into devastation. China, on the
other hand, is advocating for the
Global Security Initiative (GSI) to
encourage peace and prevent con-
flict.The GSI addresses security
both in traditional and non-tradi-
tional domains and defines it as a
common concern. That is
because no country can remain
isolated from instability. Rising
food and fuel prices in the after-
math of the Ukraine crisis are a
stark example. All countries thus
have an equal right in building
security mechanisms as well as
equal responsibility in uphold-
ing them. As long as multilater-
alism and dialogue are a priority,
the world will remain on the
path of establishing a balanced
global security architecture. The
pace, meanwhile, will depend on
major powers' willingness to
think for humanity in collective
terms. - CGTN
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A technician (1st R) instructs villagers on flower arrangement creations in 
Xizaozi Village of Donggang District, Rizhao, east China's Shandong Province.

Beijing announced on
Friday its decision to take
eight countermeasures in
response to Speaker of the
US House of
Representatives Nancy
Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, cov-
ering areas of bilateral col-
laboration such as defense,
justice and climate change.

According to the list of
countermeasures issued by
the Foreign Ministry, China
decided to cancel three
cooperative dialogues or
meetings between the two
nations' defense authorities
or militaries.

In addition, Beijing sus-
pended two-way judicial
cooperation in areas such as
illegal immigrants, cross-
border crimes and nar-
cotics, as well as bilateral
consultation on climate
change.

On Friday, China also
announced its decision to
impose sanctions against
Pelosi and her immediate
family members in accor-
dance with relevant laws of
China, in response to
Pelosi's provocative moves.

In disregard of China's
serious concern and firm
opposition, Pelosi insisted
on visiting Taiwan, which
"constitutes gross interfer-
ence in China's internal
affairs, gravely undermines
China's sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity, seriously
tramples on the one-China
principle, and severely
threatens peace and stabili-
ty across the Taiwan
Straits", an unnamed
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said in a
statement.

On Thursday, US National
Security Council
Coordinator for Strategic
Communications John
Kirby and US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
accused China of pushing to
change the status quo.

The current situation was

"entirely prompted" by
Pelosi and US politicians,
Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying said
at a news conference on
Friday. "The US is the ini-
tiator of this crisis", and it
has disregarded warnings
sent by China and the rest of
the international communi-
ty prior to Pelosi's visit, she
added.

Su Hao, a professor of
international relations at
China Foreign Affairs
University, said that what

lay behind Washington
accusing Beijing of chang-
ing the status quo is its
hypocrisy and its actions
that betrayed its commit-
ments on the Taiwan ques-
tion and on improving
China-US relations.

"In their recent talks with
the Chinese side, both US
President Joe Biden and
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken reiterated that the
US does not support
'Taiwan independence'.
However, it was Pelosi's
visit to Taiwan that stirred
up tensions in the Taiwan
Straits," he said.

As for Washington, it is
sheer bullying for it to do
whatever it wants at the cost
of the region's stability and
a country's sovereignty and
security just to secure US
hegemony, he added.

Su Xiaohui, deputy direc-
tor of the China Institute of
International Studies'

Department of American
Studies, noted that there
have been some dangerous
shifts in Washington's atti-
tude recently toward the
Taiwan question-from
stressing that there is no
change in its one-China pol-
icy toward a position that
says Beijing should be
responsible for the situa-
tion's escalation.

"Sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity are indispen-
sable parts of a country's
core national interests.

Washington knows crystal
clear that Pelosi's visit was
against the one-China prin-
ciple, but it refused to cor-
rect the mistake, and even
worse, it tried to shift all of
the blame to China," she
said.

Observers said it is unlike-
ly that Washington will
move away from seeking
competition-and sometimes
risking confrontation-with
Beijing in the long run.

Some US senators are
reportedly pushing to pass
an act that will bolster
Taiwan's "international
presence" and further infu-
riate Beijing.

Zhu Feng, executive dean
of the School of
International Relations at
Nanjing University, warned
that "some political figures
in the US dare to incite and
give rise to confrontations
and conflicts in the region
just for their own self-inter-

est".
"There may be more cases

of confrontation or conflict
between China and US in
the long run. In response,
China should shore up its
strategic courage, vision
and wisdom, and make full
preparations for that," he
said.

Pelosi's visit to Taiwan is
another example of the hyp-
ocritical and two-faced
nature of Washington's
China policy, he added.

Wang Wen, executive
dean of the Chongyang
Institute for Financial
Studies of Renmin
University of China, said the
two countries may witness
further friction and strug-
gles over a number of
issues.

"While China has been
working hard to steer the
relationship away from the
Thucydides trap, the US is
irresponsibly pushing the
two countries into the pitfall
of confrontations as it seeks
greater strategic interests,"
he said.

Countermeasures in
response to Nancy Pelosi's
visit to Taiwan

1. Canceling China-US
Theater Commanders Talk.

2. Canceling China-US
Defense Policy
Coordination Talks (DPCT).

3. Canceling China-US
Military Maritime
Consultative Agreement
(MMCA) meetings.

4. Suspending China-US
cooperation on the repatria-
tion of illegal immigrants.

5. Suspending China-US
cooperation on legal assis-
tance in criminal matters.

6. Suspending China-US
cooperation against
transnational crimes.

7. Suspending China-US
counternarcotics coopera-
tion.

8. Suspending China-US
talks on climate change.

CHINA DAILY

China unveils sanctions on US over visit
Defense, justice, climate change among areas included in Beijing's latest moves

Chinese State Councilor
and Foreign Minister Wang
Yi on Saturday held a phone
conversation with Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian.

Noting that the presidents
of the two countries spoke
on the phone just a few days
ago, Amir-Abdollahian said
the Iranian side is willing to
earnestly implement the
important consensus of the
two heads of state, maintain
high-level exchanges, and
advance the comprehensive
cooperation plan between
the two countries to achieve
new results in bilateral rela-
tions. The Iranian foreign
minister stressed that his
country firmly adheres to
the one-China policy and
strongly condemns the U.S.
senseless moves over the
Taiwan question.

The one-China principle is
a prerequisite for ensuring
regional peace and security,
and the historical context
and legal facts of the Taiwan
question are crystal clear,
said Amir-Abdollahian,
adding that he himself and
the Iranian foreign ministry
have made their stance open
and clear that Iran will con-
tinue to firmly support
China's legitimate position.

Wang said the phone con-
versation between the two
heads of state not long ago
provided important strate-
gic guidance for the next-
stage development of rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries, adding that China is
willing to work with the
Iranian side to deliver more
solid outcomes of the com-
prehensive cooperation
plan between the two coun-
tries. - XINHUA

Chinese,
Iranian FMs

discuss bilateral
ties, Taiwan

question over
phone

Building a balanced global security architecture

State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi
called on the United States to redress its wrongdo-
ings on the Taiwan question and warned it not to act
rashly to avoid creating bigger crisis on Friday.
Wang elaborated on China's position when meeting
with Chinese and foreign media after the close of a
series of foreign ministers' meetings on East Asia
cooperation in Phnom Penh. He refuted US disinfor-
mation on China's response to House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi's visit to Taiwan.

Wang said China's military exercises and training
activities are open, transparent, and professional as
well as in line with domestic law, international law,
and international practice, with an aim to warn the
perpetrators and punish the "Taiwan independence"
forces. In the meantime, China's actions are to
uphold the international law and basic norms of
international relations, particularly the principle of
non-interference in internal affairs, he added.

Wang warned that if the principle of non-interfer-
ence in internal affairs is ignored and abandoned,
the world would relapse into the law of jungle and
the US would treat and bully other countries, espe-
cially small-and medium sized ones, from the so-
called position of strength. Countries should unite
together to not allow such things to happen and the
retrogression of human civilization, he added. Wang
dismissed Washington's accusations that China was
attempting to change the status quo across the
Taiwan Straits as a complete slander,saying it is the
US and the Taiwan separatist forces that have bro-
ken the status quo.

Wang cited the China-US Joint Communique on
the establishment of diplomatic relations released in
1978 as saying the US "recognizes the Government
of the People's Republic of China as the sole legal
Government of China" and "acknowledges the
Chinese position that there is but one China and
Taiwan is part of China". "This is the status quo
across the Taiwan Straits which has remained

unchanged for decades," Wang stressed. The US has
put unilaterally concocted "Taiwan Relations Act"
before the three China-US Communiques and
covertly added the so-called "Six Assurances" into
its one-China policy statement, Wang said. It is the
US that is changing the status quo and hollowing out
the one-China policy, he added.

Wang also lashed out at Taiwan Democratic
Progressive Party for pushing for "incremental
independence", engaging in "de-sinicization" and
creating " two Chinas" or "one China, one Taiwan"
on various occasions. Wang said if Sun Yat-sen, a
patriot and pioneer of China's democratic revolu-
tion, was still alive, he would decry Tsai Ing-wen,
DPP's leader, as an "unworthy descendant." Noting
the then-House speaker Newt Gingrich's visit to
Taiwan 25 years ago was a grave mistake meeting
with strong opposition from Chinese government,
Wang said a previous mistake can not serve as a
justification or an excuse for repeating mistakes. As
reports said the US was stepping up military
deployment in the region, Wang hoped that parties
would stay vigilant of US' move. It is US' usual tac-
tic to manufacture a problem and then use it to
achieve its goals but such act does not work on
China, Wang said. In response to US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken's pledge made at the ASEAN-
plus foreign ministers' meeting that the US hopes to
observe the international law and safeguard every
country's sovereignty and territorial integrity,
Wang urged Washington to deliver on its promises.
The US in the first place should fulfill its commit-
ment to respecting China's sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity on the Taiwan question, he said. "It
should stop meddling in China's internal affairs as
well as condoning and supporting the 'Taiwan inde-
pendence' forces." - CHINA DAILY

Wang warns
US not to create 
bigger problems
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ON MAY 28, 1918 Muh
ammad Amin Rasul zada
laid the foundations of

First Democratic Republic of
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan declared
its independence from the
Russian empire. It was first
Turkic state to grant equal rights
to men and women including
allowing women to cast their
votes.  Today, May 28, is
observed as a national holiday in
Azerbaijan to commemorate sac-
rifices of their ancestors and cele-
brate independence. Soviet inva-
sion of Democratic Republic of
Azerbaijan in 1920 led to long
occupation until Soviet Union
collapsed. In 1991, the
Azerbaijan's Popular Front Party
leading nationalist movement
declared independence from
Soviet Occupation. In 1992
Abulfazl Elchiba assumed power
as the country's first president.
However, Azerbaijan's Western
neighbor Armenia's military was
encroaching to take control of
Karabakh region. Fighting
breakout between South
Caucasian states eventually
Yerevan illegally occupied twen-
ty percent of Azerbaijan's sover-
eign territory. The War broke out
in 1988 and caused irreparable
damage to Azerbaijan. On
February 25 and 26, 1992
Armenian occupation forces car-
ried out massacre in Khojali.
Other notable events include cul-
tural genocide by deliberately
destroying "Bread Museum,"
damaging Juma Masjid, house of
Khurshidbanu Natavan in
Shusha. These incidents are tip of
the iceberg. Armenian forces
occupied seventy three percent of
Aghdam in 1993, killed and force

expelled thousands of others
from their homes. After the
Independence, Hayder Aliyev,
father of Modern-Day
Azerbaijani Nation led the coun-
try to utilize nation's resources
and rebuild the country, unite the
nation under one flag and one
cause. Hayder Aliyev set the
direction of independent foreign
policy of the newly independent
state.

In post war era Azerbaijan nei-
ther forgot the defeat nor the per-
secution of its people by
Armenian occupation forces.
Present leadership President
Ilham Aliyev focused its attention
on improving national economy
to improve living standards of the
nation and strengthen

Azerbaijan's armed forces. In
2020, Armenian policymakers
believed global pandemic best
suits its heinous designs to wage
undeclared war as European
Union (EU), United States (US)
and Azerbaijan itself was taking
measures to prevent Covid-19.
President Ilham's timely rigorous
efforts to ensure national security
by modernizing national armed
forces proved cost-effective.

Azerbaijan's armed forces under
Commander-in-Chief Ilham
thwarted Armenian armed
aggression, bombardments on
Azerbaijani cities, attempts to
violate territorial integrity by
forcefully annex Azerbaijan's sov-
ereign territories. Yerevan violat-
ed United Nations (UN) Charter
in the light of newly designed mil-
itary war-fighting strategy.
Lieutenant General Movses
Hakobian's idea of "security belt"
provided new impetus to
Yerevan's desires to illegally and
illegitimately annex sovereign
territories of Azerbaijan. It was
part of systemic attempts to
directly use force in pursuit to
subjugate Azerbaijan's political
independence, undermine sover-

eign status in grave violation of
Article 51 of the UN.

Azerbaijan in the light of UN
Charter to raise arms in self-
defence repelled enemy forces
and liberated occupied territo-
ries. Commander-in-Chief
President of Azerbaijan and Vice
President, dressed up in military
uniforms to boost the morale of
the nation. Entire nation was on
one-page. High morale plays a

great role in winning a war
because every soldier goes with
the energy and believe that they
will outcast their foes.
Azerbaijan's determination and
courage was much higher than
before and it was also strong mil-
itarily. This war lasted for about
six weeks, not only the regular
army of Azerbaijan participated
in this war, but every child, old
and young people, even the
women of the Azerbaijan became
a soldier. Un-manned Combat
Aerial Vehicles (UCAVs) pro-
cured from Turkey and Israel
played vital role. UCAVs targeted
Armenian tanks one after the
other.

Armenian forces continued
their war crimes in the midst of
war including use of banned
cluster bombs, phosphorous,
destroyed wine-yards, scorched
forests, fired indiscriminate

rockets, targeted urban centers
with ballistic missiles to kill
unarmed civilian population.
Acts of vandalism were
unearthed at the end of Forty-
four Days War. Armenian forces
planted thousands of banned
landmines prior to withdrawing
occupied territories. Landmines
have caused deaths of civilians
and journalists. Russian negoti-
ated agreement was signed after
Azerbaijani forces took control of
strategically significant, the
Jewel of Karabakh Shusha.
During this war international
institutions remained silent as
usual, Instead Amnesty
International accused Azerbaijan
of using cluster bombs in viola-
tion of international law. France,
member of MINSK Group creat-
ed by Organization on Security
and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) had to remain neutral.

However, it provided military aid
and sided with the aggressor.
Despite all these tactics,
Azerbaijan defeated Armenia
and freed all important territo-
ries, including Karabakh and
Shusha from Armenian occupa-
tion. Karabakh is an internation-
ally recognized territory of
Azerbaijan and there are about
four UN resolutions on it. Ilham
Aliyev fulfilled his father's dream
of taking back Karabakh and
Shusha. Younger generation that
heard stories of Karabakh from
their elders were eager to visit
the area. Victory of Azerbaijan
was a lesson for Azerbaijan that it
cannot ignore its national securi-
ty and aggression from bellicose
neighbour. It will have to prepare
its forces to get ready for unde-
clared wars. Further, self-help is
necessary to preserve its national
security.

National Herald Tribune, Monday, August 8, 2022

CHINA DAILY

SPEAKER OF THE US
House of Representatives
Nancy Pelosi recently

made a provocative visit to China's
Taiwan region in disregard of
China's strong opposition and
serious representations. The visit
is a serious violation of the one-
China principle and the provisions
of the three China-US joint com-
muniqués. It has a severe impact
on the political foundation of
China-US relations, seriously
infringes on China's sovereignty
and territorial integrity, and grave-
ly undermines peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait.

By visiting Taiwan, Pelosi has
made six mistakes: reneging on
past commitments, trampling the
rule of law, undermining peace,
meddling in China's internal
affairs, political manipulation and
abusing power for selfish purpos-
es. The visit is bound to face the
judgement and punishment of his-
tory.

Reneging on 
Past Commitments

The visit is a gross violation of
the US commitments in the three
China-US joint communiqués. In
1972, the US made a clear commit-
ment in the Shanghai
Communiqué that "the United
States acknowledges that all
Chinese on either side of the
Taiwan Strait maintain there is
but one China and that Taiwan is a
part of China. The United States
Government does not challenge
that position". In 1979, the US
clearly pledged in the Sino-US
Joint Communiqué on the
Establishment of Diplomatic
Relations that "the United States
of America recognizes the
Government of the People's
Republic of China as the sole legal
Government of China. Within this
context, the people of the United
States will maintain cultural, com-
mercial, and other unofficial rela-
tions with the people of Taiwan".
In 1982, the US clearly promised
in the Joint Communiqué of the
People's Republic of China and the
United States of America that "the
United States of America recog-
nized the Government of the
People's Republic of China as the
sole legal Government of China,
and it acknowledged the Chinese
position that there is but one
China and Taiwan is part of
China", and that "the United
States Government ... reiterates
that it has no intention of infring-
ing on Chinese sovereignty and
territorial integrity, or interfering
in China's internal affairs, or pur-
suing a policy of 'two Chinas' or
'one China, one Taiwan'". The
three joint communiqués consti-
tute the political foundation of
China-US relations.

In recent years, the US, with its
double-dealing, has kept fudging
and hollowing out the one-China
principle and challenging China's
red line with salami tactics. The
US Congress keeps making toxic
rhetoric on Taiwan and proposed
and adopted many negative bills
regarding Taiwan. These have
seriously undermined the political
foundation of China-US relations.

Since the Biden administration
took office, rather than undo the
serious mistakes of the previous
administration, it has gone further
in ganging up with US allies to
play the "Taiwan card", spreading
the idea that "the status of Taiwan
is undetermined", and attempting
to make the Taiwan question an
international issue, thus sending a
very wrong signal to "Taiwan inde-
pendence" separatist forces.

There can be only one foreign
policy of the US as a country. The
House of Representatives of the
US Congress, as part of the US
Government, is obliged to strictly
follow the one-China policy of the
US Government and not engage in
any official interactions with
China's Taiwan region. Pelosi is
the third-highest ranking political
figure in the US and second in line
following the Vice President to
succeed the President. Her visit to
Taiwan, in whatever form and

under whatever pretext, carries
high political sensitivity, and
marks a major political provoca-
tion upgrading the official interac-
tions between the US and Taiwan,
and a breach of the political com-
mitment of the US.

Trampling the Rule of Law

Pelosi's visit to Taiwan is a seri-
ous violation of the one-China
principle. This principle is the pre-
vailing consensus of the interna-
tional community and a widely-
accepted basic norm in interna-
tional relations.

In October 1971, the 26th ses-
sion of the United Nations General
Assembly adopted Resolution
2758, which decided to "restore all
its rights to the People's Republic
of China and to recognize the rep-
resentatives of its Government as
the only legitimate representatives
of China to the United Nations,
and to expel forthwith the repre-
sentatives of Chiang Kai-shek
from the place which they unlaw-
fully occupy at the United Nations
and in all the organizations related
to it." This resolution has not only
solved once and for all in political,
legal and procedural terms the
issue of representation of the
whole of China, including Taiwan,
in the United Nations, but also

made it clear that there is but one
seat of China in the United
Nations, not two, and that there
has never been an issue of "two
Chinas" or "one China, one
Taiwan". The one-China principle
has been an integral part of the
post-WWII international order.
To date, 181 countries around the
world have established diplomatic
relations with the People's
Republic of China on the basis of
the one-China principle.

Pelosi argues that the visit does
not contradict the long-standing
US policy guided by the Taiwan
Relations Act of 1979, the China-
US Joint Communiqués and the
Six Assurances, citing that as the
excuse for the visit to Taiwan. As a
matter of fact, both the so-called
Taiwan Relations Act and the Six
Assurances to Taiwan are unilater-
ally concocted by some forces in
the US. This is, in nature, putting
US domestic laws above interna-

tional law and international obli-
gations, and ignoring and infring-
ing on international law and
norms of international relations.

Undermining Peace

The root cause to the current
tensions across the Taiwan Strait
is that the Taiwan authorities have
kept seeking US support for their
independence agenda, while some
in the US intend to use Taiwan to
contain China. Pelosi's visit to
Taiwan is the latest example of the
US conniving at and supporting
"Taiwan independence" separatist
forces. It gravely undermines
peace across the Taiwan Strait and
regional stability. The US should
and must bear all responsibilities
for that.

Over the past few days, many
countries have issued official
statements condemning Pelosi's
visit to Taiwan, which leads to
escalation of situation in the
Taiwan Strait, and constitutes a
deliberate political and military
provocation as well as a malicious
act that undermines peace and
security in the region. They have
expressed firm support for China
to take all necessary measures in
defence of its sovereignty, security
and development interests.
Pelosi's provocative visit to Taiwan

is also opposed and criticized by
many sensible people in the US.
Many publicly stated that Pelosi's
grandstanding visit was extremely
dangerous and irresponsible. A
poll conducted inside the Taiwan
island shows that nearly two thirds
of the respondents believe this
visit has undermined peace and
stability across the Taiwan Strait.

The one-China principle is the
anchor for peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait. History
and practice have proven time and
again that when the one-China
principle is fully endorsed and
earnestly observed, the Taiwan
Strait would remain calm and
tranquil, and the two sides across
the Taiwan Strait would enjoy
peace and development; but when
the one-China principle is willfully
challenged or even sabotaged,
there would be dark clouds or even
fierce storms in the Taiwan Strait.
The position of the Chinese

Government and people on the
Taiwan question has been consis-
tent. It is the firm commitment of
the more than 1.4 billion Chinese
people to resolutely safeguard
state sovereignty and territorial
integrity. Whoever acts against the
overwhelming historical trend of
peace and development will
become a huge disgrace in history.

Meddling in China's
Internal Affairs

While visiting Taiwan, Pelosi
exploited various occasions to make
outrageous slanders against China
on issues including democracy,
human rights, Hong Kong, Tibet,
Xinjiang and religion, which reflect-
ed her long-standing, anti-China
position. Over the years, Pelosi has
been using the anti-China card
and China hate for political gains,
and grossly interfered in China's
internal affairs. In 1991, Pelosi dis-
turbed public order by grand-
standing in the name of support-
ing so-called "democracy" during
her visit to China. In 2008, she
went out of her way to stir up trou-
ble on Tibet, and urged President
George W. Bush to boycott the
Beijing Summer Olympics. In
2019, she met in D.C. with anti-
China, destabilizing forces from
Hong Kong, and described the vio-

lent demonstrations in Hong Kong
as "a beautiful sight to behold". In
2019, she met with Rebiya Kadeer,
a principal figure of "Xinjiang
independence" separatists. In
2021, she played the same old trick
by advocating a US "diplomatic
boycott" of the Beijing Winter
Olympics. On the Taiwan ques-
tion, Pelosi's influence is surely
behind all the so-called "Taiwan-
friendly" bills passed by the US
Congress in recent years.

Pelosi has turned a blind eye to
the myriad domestic challenges in
the United States and shown little
interest in the welfare of the
American people. Instead, she is
obsessed with repeating what have
been repeatedly proven to be lies
of the century. This fully reveals
how far she is prepared to go only
to pursue her anti-China agenda.
She may well choose to make a
show in whatever form, but what
she does will end up in vain. If any-
thing, it will only go down in histo-
ry as additional evidence of the
US's gross interference in other
countries' internal affairs.

Political Manipulation

Pelosi claimed that "today the
world faces a choice between
democracy and autocracy" and
that "Our congressional delega-
tion's visit to Taiwan honors
America's unwavering commit-
ment to supporting Taiwan's
vibrant Democracy." Yet in reality,
what Pelosi has done is by no
means for the sake of defending
democracy, but to infringe on
China's sovereignty, undermine
China's stability and hold back
China's development in the name
of democracy. It is political manip-
ulation out and out.

Democracy is a common value of
humanity. It is an entitlement of
people in all countries, not a pre-
rogative of only a handful of coun-
tries. Whether a country is demo-
cratic or not can only be left to its
own people to decide. It should
not be subjected to the finger-
pointing of some people from out-
side. Pelosi and some other
American politicians, styling
themselves as champions of "free-
dom, democracy and human
rights", have defined other coun-
tries as a democracy or otherwise
simply based on their own liking,
and spun the "democracy versus
autocracy" narrative in the inter-
national community. Their behav-
ior is, in essence, an anachronism
of the Cold War mentality and
zero-sum mindset. It features the
use of ideology and values as a tool
to create confrontational blocs and
advance a geopolitical agenda, for
the purpose of protecting the vest-
ed institutional power of the US
and other Western countries and
defending Western-centrism and
White Supremacy centering on
Anglo-Saxon culture.

Over the years, the US has used
democracy as a label, a political
tool and a weapon to advance
"democratic transformation" and
orchestrate "color revolution",
causing disastrous consequences.
Since 2001, the wars and military
operations that the US waged
under the pretext of democracy, in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and Syria,
have claimed tens of thousands of
lives and left millions injured and

tens of millions displaced. What
Pelosi is doing now is no different.
It is just another example of the
US's despicable pursuit of hege-
mony under the guise of democra-
cy, which will be strongly con-
demned and opposed by the inter-
national community.

Abusing Power for 
Selfish Purposes

As pointed out by American
media, with the upcoming US
midterm elections and a declining
Democratic Party, Pelosi seeks to
win political points by playing the
"Taiwan card" and leave behind
so-called political legacy. But
"Pelosi's achievements in Taiwan
are largely personal, symbolic and
short-term." The regional security
tensions thus caused, as well as
other serious consequences, are to
bring long-term impacts and
inflict profound damage on China-

US relations.
US Congresswoman Marjorie

Taylor Greene censured Pelosi on
Twitter, pointing out that Pelosi's
going to Taiwan, putting so much
under risk, is only for her husband
Paul Pelosi to profit from his
recent investment in the chip
industry. "Americans have had
enough with a woman obsessed
with her own power she's held for
decades while our ENTIRE
COUNTRY CRUMBLES."

Greene's words do not come
from nowhere. Recently, Pelosi
and her husband have had repeat-
ed scandals and come under
severe skepticism. Multiple pieces
of media coverage in the US have
revealed that Paul Pelosi, having
become a prominent figure in the
US stock market in recent years, is
always able to make the right
investment decision just ahead of
the government's policy roll-out.
In 2020, the couple's investment
return was as high as 56 percent,
compared to the legendary
Warren Buffett's 26 percent dur-
ing the same period. As a result,
the Pelosi family's net worth is
now over US$100 million. Before
she went to Taiwan, when asked at
a press conference "has your hus-
band ever made a stock purchase
or sale based on information he
received from you", Pelosi was
quick to deny and rushed to leave.

Pelosi's reckless Taiwan drama
is another debacle of US politics,
diplomacy and credibility. It is
doomed to be despised by the
world and swept into the dustbin
of history.

Six reasons why Pelosi's visit to Taiwan is a mistake

Pelosi's reckless 
Taiwan drama is
another debacle of US
politics, diplomacy
and credibility. It is
doomed to be despised
by the world and
swept into the dustbin
of history.

Karabakh is Azerbaijan 

Younger generation that heard stories of
Karabakh from their elders were eager to
visit the area. Victory of Azerbaijan was a
lesson for Azerbaijan that it cannot ignore
its national security and aggression from

bellicose neighbour. It will have to prepare
its forces to get ready for undeclared wars.
Further, self-help is necessary to preserve 
its national security.



CHINA PAKISTAN
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is making inroads

in macro-economy of the country.
The iron clad friendship is making
the progress of this mega project
steady despite recent economic
difficulties. 

In this connection, China has
rolled over $2 billion loan in safe
deposits for cash-strapped
Pakistan's economy amid dwin-
dling foreign exchange reserves.

China has rolled over three
SAFE deposits. The first deposit
of $500 million was due on June
27, 2022, the second $500 million
matured on June 29, 2022 and
the third $1 billion was due on
July 23, 2022. China's State
Administration Foreign Exchange
(SAFE) deposits of $2 billion have
been rolled over for one year," a
top official of the Finance Division
confirmed while talking to The
News here on Wednesday.

So far in totality, China has
rolled over a $4.3 billion loan,
including $2.3 billion in commer-
cial loans. It is a good omen for
the economy of Pakistan and it
further facilitates easy and

smooth sailing of numerous proj-
ects under the flagship of CPEC in
the country.

Another energy project under
CPEC has been commenced. The
330MW Thar Energy Limited
Power Plant (TEL), a mine-mouth
lignite-fired power plant at Thar
Coal Block II, has been successful-
ly synchronized with the National
Grid. Definitely it will reduce
energy deficit in the country and it
will also reduce energy import
bill. 

Most recently, Chief Minister
Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah, in the
presence of HUBCO officials and
their local and Chinese partners,
clicked the computerized control
system, which is a significant
development to add 330MW
uninterrupted electricity to the
National Grid.

Murad Ali Shah was of the opin-
ion that Thar Coal has brought a
positive change in the life of local
people by creating employment,
education, and medical facilities.

The Project is a joint venture
among Hub Power Company
Limited (HUBCO), Fauji
Fertilizer Company Limited
(FFC), and China Machinery
Engineering Corporation
(CMEC), which is also the EPC
contractor.

The foreign financing for the
Project was arranged via a
Chinese syndicate led by China
Development Bank whereas the
local financing has been arranged
via a syndicate led by Habib Bank
Limited.

The project started construction
in May 2018 from the sponsor's

equity to ensure a timely
Commercial Operation Date
(COD) and early utilisation of the
local resources. The financial
close of the project was achieved
in January 2020.

Now, the project has successful-
ly reached its commissioning
phase and COD is expected by the
end of this month. The Thar
Energy Limited Plant utilizes
indigenous Thar coal sourced by
Sindh Engro Coal Mining
Company (SECMC), a joint ven-
ture initiative of which HUBCO is
also a shareholder. The utilization
of indigenous fuel is a develop-
ment that will further revolution-
ize the Pakistani energy sector.

It has multiplier effects. It will
enable the nation to become pro-
ficient in supporting its own ener-
gy needs through local resources
rather than allocating funds to
import fuel, which will signifi-
cantly decrease the country's
import bill

The TEL power plant has creat-
ed numerous direct employment
opportunities for the locals of
Thar and adjoining communities.
TEL and Thal Nova (another ven-
ture between HUBCO, Thal
Limited, Novatex, CMEC, and
Descon) have jointly employed
over 3,700 locals for the construc-
tion.

TEL is the first coal-fired power
plant in the country to be run
entirely by the Pakistani work-
force. Similarly, the Thal Nova
power plant is also near comple-
tion. Collectively, these two power
plants will provide 660 MWs of
affordable and indigenous elec-

tricity. 
The TEL power plant has creat-
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opportunities for the locals of
Thar and adjoining communities.
TEL and Thal Nova (another ven-
ture between HUBCO, Thal
Limited, Novatex, CMEC, and
Descon) have jointly employed
over 3,700 locals for the construc-
tion.

TEL is the first coal-fired power
plant in the country to be run
entirely by the Pakistani work-
force. Similarly, the Thal Nova
power plant is also near comple-
tion. Collectively, these two power
plants will provide 660 MWs of
affordable and indigenous elec-
tricity. 

On the other hand, the Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan Nong
Rong met with Federal Minister
for Board of Investment (BOI),
China Affairs & Special Initiatives
Chaudhry Salik Hussain.
Secretary BOI Asad Rehman
Gillani, Additional Secretary BOI
Khashih Rehman, and Project
Director, CPEC-ICDP Asim Ayub
also participated.

The Chinese Ambassador high-
lighted the need for enhancing the
business-to-business and people-
to-people exchanges on the back-
drop of the CPEC IC Framework
Agreement and Long-Term Plan,
thereby promoting the industrial
relocation of China to Pakistan
and ensuring the success of the
second phase of CPEC.

On his part, the Federal
Minister expressed that
Ambassador Nong Rong may
continue referring the Chinese

investors to BOI. "BOI being
the first point of contact for the
investors will leave no stone
unturned to facilitate and wel-
come our Chinese brothers in
Pakistan," Mr Hussain said.

Chaudhary Salik Hussain said
that he has been personally inter-
acting with the Chinese investors
on a frequent basis and assured
the ambassador that he will con-
tinue to personally step in to
address the grievances and issues
of the Chinese companies
referred by the Chinese
Ambassador.

Secretary BOI Asad Rehman
Gillani said that renewed efforts
to enhance industrial coopera-
tion were the need of the hour
and for this purpose, a team of
PMU on CPEC-IC has been
devised for taking on board local
chambers and private stakehold-
ers pertaining to both the
Pakistani and Chinese business-
es operating within and outside

Pakistan, and extend the govern-
ment's full support for ensuring
JVs and cooperation between
companies of both countries.
Chinese Consulates in Lahore
and Karachi have also joined
hands and would be working vig-
orously to ensure industrial relo-
cation and cooperation with
China.

To conclude, China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) has
further consolidated iron-clad
friendship and has further
strengthened socio-economic
integration, massive industrializa-
tion, energy production(renew-
ables), agricultural cooperation
and last but not least, infrastruc-
tural development. 

It is need of the hour that an
productive and participatory
model should be introduced in the
CPEC Phase-II for the completion
of numerous mega projects by
involving the private sectors of
both countries.  
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CHINESE ONE Belt & One
Road Initiative (BRI) has
become one of the

"biggest" economic stimulators
for weakening global economic
recovery. It has now become
dreams "merchant" in
Kyrgyzstan. 

Most recently foreign minis-
ters of China Wang Yi and
Kyrgyzstan Jeenbek Kulubaev
met in Cholpon-Ata and have
agreed to further strengthen
their comprehensive strategic
partnership. Both countries were
committed to building China-
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway
projected with a shared commu-
nity.  

It has renewed hopes that an
ambitious planned railway link-
ing these central Asian countries
may finally become a reality.
China's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said following the meet-
ing with Japarov that "the condi-
tions and time for the construc-
tion of the China-Kyrgyzstan-
Uzbekistan (CKU) railway are
getting ripe, and the first batch of
Chinese experts have arrived in
Kyrgyzstan recently for a site sur-
vey and the construction process
of this railway has kicked off.
China stands ready to work with
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to
speed up the feasibility study.

It is multiplier socio-economic
dividends.  New jobs will be cre-
ated and economy will be further
sustainable.  Uzbek President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev said the
project is key to reaching global
markets.

Precisely it will mega project of
greater regional connectivity. It
will link Kyrgyzstan to Asia-
Pacific countries, paving the way
for new economic opportunities.
It will be a great addition to the
existing East-West railways.

If this route opens, Kyrgyzstan
will be able to sell its food prod-
ucts as well as metal and other
goods to China. It could also
bring more merchandise from
China to our local markets which
could lower prices, pleasing con-
sumers.

The route would generate tran-
sit fees for Kyrgyzstan and
Uzbekistan and develop local
manufacturing industry. 

Undoubtedly, Chinese BRI has
effectively strengthened the
prospects of greater regional
connectivity, immense socio-eco-
nomic integration, massive
industrialization, development of
renewables, green energies,
social development, and trans-
portation system and last but not
least eradication of poverty and
digitalization in all the member
countries and Kyrgyzstan is not
any exception.   

It seems that the development
of transport, energy and telecom-
munication infrastructures as
well as the establishment of a
network of ports has been the
main strategic areas of the BRI
since its inception. Moreover,
other sectors have also been
increasingly integrated, such as
information and communication
technologies (like 5G),                  e-
commerce, green finance, space,
tourism, legal, customs, police,
education, culture and others. In

this connection, BRI has been
doing wonders in Kyrgyzstan and
is achieving economic miracles.
Nevertheless, the Chinese policy
makers have identified five con-
stituent pillars: coordination in
policymaking, interconnecting
infrastructure, trade facilitation,
financial integration and human
connections.

According to reliable economic
data of the Refinitiv, in the first
quarter of 2020, the value of the
BRI projects exceeded US$4 tril-
lion for the first time. Among
these, 1,590 projects valued at
US$1.9 trillion while 1,574 other
projects with a combined value of
US$2.1 trillion were classified as
"Projects with Chinese involve-
ment". Even Kyrgyzstan has
received more than 40 small,
medium and mega projects
under the flagship of the BRI. 

Many published reports of the
World Bank estimated last year
shared that around US$500 bil-
lion was invested in the BRI in 50
developing countries between
2013 and 2018. Of that amount,
about US$300 billion was esti-
mated to have been financed via
public and publicly guaranteed
debt. Kyrgyzstan has also sur-
passed US$5 billion Chinese
investments in the flagship of
BRI.

With its Maritime Silk Road, it
has moved far beyond Eurasia
and its original aims of creating a
New Silk Road project. Its geo-
graphical accessibility and con-
nectivity has expanded to more
than 140 countries, including
Africa, the Middle East, South
Asia, Central Asia and Latin
America. 

It has now planned to intro-
duce a Digital Silk Road, a Polar
Silk Road (for developing arctic
shipping routes and offshore arc-
tic fossil fuel production and

mineral mining), a Health Silk
Road and a 5G-based Internet-
of-Things (IoT) project.
Hopefully, these projects will fur-
ther transform the landscape of
member countries' economies in
the days to come. In this regard,
many projects of ICT, technology
advancement and artificial intel-
ligence are being carried out in
Kyrgyzstan under the flagship of
BRI.

It is estimated that by 2027,
total global BRI spending could
reach $1.3 trillion. Other eco-
nomic forecasts predict more
than 2,600 projects worldwide
valued at $3.7 trillion.

BRI's flagship project the
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) has already
reduced the distance between
China and the Middle East from
12,900 kilometers by insecure
sea lanes to a shorter and more
secure distance of 3,000 kilome-

ters by land. Between 2008 and
2035, China says it will invest
$36 billion in energy connectivi-
ty projects and about $41 billion
in mineral and petroleum proj-
ects to be realized in Central
Asia.

It has now become reality not
myth that Chinese BRI has been
improving business, economic,
investment, joint venture and
connectivity potential of
Kyrgyzstan since 2013. 

Kyrgyzstan has an ideal strate-
gic geography between Europe
and Asia and its business envi-
ronment, its global presence, and
its trade and investment
prospects have enabled it to
become a base for larger produc-
tion, procession, and commodity
distribution and transshipment
center in the Central Asian
Region. Thus BRI investments
and projects in this country
would play an important role to
achieve these desired goals in the
days to come.

Since beginning, Kyrgyzstan
and China have built strong trade
and economic relations. China
under the flagship of the BRI car-
ries numerous valuable projects
in Kyrgyzstan in road and energy
infrastructure rehabilitation,
urban development, mining,
manufacturing and other sectors
of the economy due to which the
economic collaboration and
bilateral trade between the two
countries would be further
strengthened in the days to
come.

Kyrgyzstan has been among
the earliest supporters and par-
ticipants of BRI and the two
countries are expected to further
deepen their mutual cooperation
in areas like agriculture, infra-
structure development and con-
nectivity, and trade and invest-
ment facilitation.

China's interest in Kyrgyzstan
was further strengthened with
the operationalization of the BRI
in 2013. Kyrgyzstan, which is
located by China to the east and
Uzbekistan to the west, is strate-
gically important to the BRI. 

Its location separates China
from the rest of Central Asia and
further afield to West Asia and
the easternmost borders of
Europe, and thus is key to open-
ing and securing trade routes to
the region. Thus completion of
numerous projects of infrastruc-
tural development under flag-
ship of BRI in Kyrgyzstan would
further diversify trade routes
and greater regional connectivi-
ty options of China. Moreover, it
would provide a win-win propo-
sition for both the countries.  

Obviously, Kyrgyzstan's
macro-economy is relatively
open, and supportive. It has a
competitive corporate tax rate of

10 percent (among the lowest in
the region), low labor costs (low-
est in the region) and relatively
cheap electricity (cheapest in the
region) as a result of its abundant
hydroelectric resources. Major
flows of FDI to Kyrgyzstan start-
ed in the 2000s, benefitting
mainly the country's gold indus-
try, and FDI has since concen-
trated on mining industries.

According to the 2020 World
Investment Report released by
the United National Trade
Conference UNCTAD), in 2019,
Kyrgyzstan received US$209
million in FDI flows and by the
end of 2019 the country attracted
a total of US$5.59 billion of FDI
inflows.

Obviously, China is the largest
source of investment to
Kyrgyzstan, accounting for
almost half of the FDI inflows. It
is also Kyrgyzstan's largest credi-
tor, holding more than 40 per-
cent of Kyrgyzstan's large exter-
nal public debt.

China is Kyrgyzstan's largest
trading partner for imports as
well the fastest growing import
market over the past 10 years.
For exports, China is
Kyrgyzstan's sixth largest trading
partner in 2019. In 2019, the
trade volume between China and
Kyrgyzstan reached US$6.37 bil-
lion, up by 13.15 percent year-on-
year, according to the data from
the General Administration of
China Customs. 

China exported US$6.31 billion
worth of goods to Kyrgyzstan in
2019. The main categories of
China's exports include apparel
and clothing accessories, shoes,
boots, leg warmers, and their
parts, cotton, chemical fiber fila-
ment, machinery tools and parts,
etc.

In return, Kyrgyzstan exported
US$65.96 million to China,
mainly including goods like ore,
slag and ash, copper, rawhide
and leather, mineral fuels, min-
eral oil, wool and other animal
hair, fruit, etc.

Interestingly, Chinese spon-
sored 46 projects in Kyrgyzstan.
The development of a railway
line heading West over the
Kyrgyz Tan Shan, to Osh and
along the Ferghana Valley
through to Uzbekistan and to
link up with connections there
through to Iran and the
International North-South
Transportation Corridor
(INSTC) is dream project of
China under the flagship BRI.

It would provide the first trans-
Central Asan railway from East
to West and would also link up
with Central Asian lines heading

North-South, the proposed
Trans-Afghan route from
Uzbekistan south to Pakistan
and the Arabic Sea Ports at
Gwadar and Karachi, as well as
spurs leading into Tajikistan.
Hopefully successful completion
of this mega project would
bisected Central Asia to the four
corners of the world for the first
time and has seaport access
important for counties like
Kyrgyzstan that are completely
landlocked.

To conclude, Kyrgyzstan is
going to transform as an ideal
service hub in the Central Asia.
Its exports are estimated to be
worth about US$2 billion, and
include gold, cotton, wool, gar-
ments, meat, mercury, uranium,
electricity, machinery, and
footwear. It imports about
US$4.5 billion worth of goods,
including oil and gas, machinery
and equipment, chemicals, and
foodstuffs. Thus stable and sus-
tainable macro-economy of
Kyrgyzstan has further bright-
ened the prospects of the BRI in
this country.

Furthermore, the Kyrgyz econ-
omy has already been labeled as
one of the most liberal and opens
among Central Asian countries.
It was the first Central Asian
country to become a WTO mem-
ber in 1998 and its trade share in
GDP is the highest in the region
which shows its economic
resilience, diversification and
stability.

It inter & intra-regional trade
with its large markets at Dordoi
and Kara-Su, transshipping large
volumes of goods: importing
goods through both formal and
informal trade systems, mainly
from China, and re-exporting to
other regional economies are
drastically changing the econom-
ic landscape of the country.

The Chinese BRI investment
has now reached to US$5 billion
in Kyrgyzstan mainly in valuable
manufacturing and transit proj-
ects. In this context, the Bishkek-
Naryn-Torugart highway, the
Bishkek-Osh highway, while an
alternative road connecting the
country's north, and south is cur-
rently under construction pro-
viding road links between
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan.
These are already the largest
construction infrastructure proj-
ects in Kyrgyz history.

Sensible and constant structur-
al reforms of fiscal tax, custom
incentives, more business and
investment friendly integrated
policies would further increase
Kyrgyzstan's economic status of
trans-shipment and trans-trade

Moreover, complete overhaul-
ing of its central policy of the
strategy of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs), further diversifica-
tion of economic & financial
resources, further inflows of
FDIs in diverse sectors of econo-
my, befitting proposition of joint
ventures, valid mechanism of
transfer of technologies, rigorous
commercial diplomacy, persua-
sion of green development, vast
network of SMEs, micro-financ-
ing, e-commerce, e-government,
digitalization and last but not
least development of qualitative
human capital would revolution-
ize the economy, state, society
and lives of common people alike
in Kyrgyzstan.

Further streamlining, system-
ization and strengthening of the
supply chains and transit, as well
as the development of transport
sector would further consolidate
the healthy and productive chan-
nels of the country.

Sincere efforts should be real-
ized to enhance its potential of
becoming the transit and logis-
tics hub in the region, a connect-
ing bridge between Europe and
Asia. In addition to this the
development of transport and
logistics as the main factors of
accelerating industrial growth
and the development of the com-
petitive economic system should
be initiated as soon as possible. 

Last but not least, further con-
nectivity with the regional trans-
port systems and the develop-
ment of the multimodal trans-
port and efficient supply chains
should be further transformed by
adopting an integrated approach
to the development of transport
services, infrastructure and
logistics of Kyrgyzstan. 

Thus role of Chinese One Belt &
One Road Initiative (BRI) is
immense for the rapid socio-eco-
nomic development and econom-
ic sustainability of this country.
Political irritants and governance
faulty lines must be removed as
soon as possible to achieve the
desired goals of socio-economic
prosperity, massive industrializa-
tion, social development and
eradication of poverty and gener-
ation of new jobs in the country.
Simply, social modernization and
economic stimulation requires
paramount role of the Chinese
BRI in Kyrgyzstan.   

(The author is Executive
Director: The Center for South

Asia & International Studies
(CSAIS) IslamabadRegional
Expert: China, CPEC & BRI)
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rule by a cabal of crooks

and their handlers brought to
power through US regime
change conspiracy."

The former premier posed
the question and said, Will
our ppl bow down before this
conspiracy in fear or, as a
nation, face up to the chal-
lenge? On 13 Aug at our
Haqeeqi Azadi jalsa I will
announce our plan to counter
this fascism.-DNA

Imran Khan ...

Continued from front page
"The two sides are showing

restraint, the person said,
describing the manoeuvres as
high seas "cat and mouse".

"One side tries to cross, and
the other stands in the way
and forces them to a more dis-
advantaged position and
eventually return to the other
side."

Taiwan said its shore-based
anti-ship missiles and its
Patriot surface -to-air-missiles
were on stand-by.

The Chinese exercises, cen-
tred on six locations around
the island, began on Thursday
and are scheduled to last until
midday on Sunday. China's
military said on Saturday it
was conducting sea and air
joint exercises north, south-
west and east of Taiwan with a
focus on testing land-strike
and sea-assault capabilities.

The United States called the
exercises an escalation.

"These activities are a signif-
icant escalation in China's
efforts to change the status
quo. They are provocative,
irresponsible and raise the
risk of miscalculation," a

White House spokesperson
said.

"They are also at odds with
our long-standing goal of
maintaining peace and stabil-
ity across the Taiwan Strait,
which is what the world
expects."-Agencies

China to conduct 'regular' military drills East ...

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
All Parties Conference of
Kashmiri leadership con-
demning the illegal annexa-
tion of Kashmir by India
has urged Islamabad to
raise the issue at the plat-
form of the United Nations
Security Council, the Euro-
pean Union, and OIC Coun-
cil of Foreign Ministers.
The APC hosted by the for-
mer Prime Minister of Azad
Kashmir Raja Farooq
Haider Khan concluded in
Muzaffarabad on Sunday.
In the declaration of the
APC, the proposed 15th
amendment and the estab-
lishment of a tourism
authority have been com-
pletely rejected and the
government of Azad Kash-
mir has been demanded to
release Poonch prisoners.

The destruction of the unity
of the Kashmiri people by
Indian authority was
strongly condemned in the
declaration. The govern-
ment of Pakistan has also
been demanded to immedi-
ately highlight globally the
illegal actions being taken
by India in the valley.  The
declaration further told
that the 13th Amendment
reflects the aspirations of
the people of Azad Kashmir.
There will be no compro-
mise whatsoever on the 13th
amendment, which had led
to political, administrative,
and financial autonomy of
the government of the state
of Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir. It should be clear to all
quarters that no Kashmiri
will accept the undoing of
the 13th amendment in any

form.  The conference was
attended by Prime Minister
Azad Kashmir Sardar Tan-
veerIlyas, Leader of Opposi-
tion Chaudhry Latif Akbar,
PPP President  AZK
Chaudhry Yasin Muslim
League-N President  AZK
Shah GhulamQadir, Con-
vener of Hurriyat Confer-
ence, MahmoodSagar, Pres-
ident of Muslim Confer-
ence, ShafiqJaral, President
of Jammu and Kashmir
People's Party, Hasan
Ibrahim, Amir of Jamaat-e-
Islami, Khalid Mahmood,
Amir of JUI, Maulana Saeed
Yusuf, President of Libera-
tion League, ManzoorQadir
Dar, Amir of JamiatUlema
Kashmir, MaulanaImtiaz
Siddiqui, Vice-Chairman of
the Bar Council and others.
-DNA 

APC Kashmir rejects proposed
15th amendment

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Chairman ASEAN Commit-
tee Islamabad (ACI) Ambas-
sador Nguyen Tien Phong on
Sunday said that regional
integration of ASEAN coun-
tries is not only essential for
the economic prosperity of
the ASEAN region but also
important for global eco-
nomic linkages and connec-
tivity.  In the same month,
the foundation of ASEAN
was laid on August 8, 1967,
he said.  The 55th anniver-
sary of this month will be
made with the determination
that ASEAN will play its full
role for economic prosperity,
trade integration to promote
peace and harmony with the
other regions of the world,
Chairman Association of
SouthEast Asian Nations
(ASEANs) Committee Islam-
abad (ACI) and Ambassador
of Vietnam to Pakistan,
Nguyen Tien Phong on Sun-
day told a state run news
here.  The Ambassador eco-

nomic and trade liberaliza-
tion, multilateralism, credi-
bility, global connectivity,
economic stability, youth
empowerment, maritime
security, political stability,
and regional to regional con-
nectivity are part of ASEAN's
regional economic vision.
While in interview with a
state run news agency on
55th Anniversary of ASEAN
was established in August 8,
1967 ,he said that ASEAN
reaffirmed its belief that
regionalism and multilateral-
ism are important principles
and frameworks of coopera-
tion, and that their strength
and value lie in their inclusiv-
ity, rules-based nature, and
emphasis on mutual benefit
and respect.  Meanwhile he
informed that the 55th
ASEAN Foreign Ministers'
Meeting (AMM) was held on
August 3, 2022 in Phnom
Penh, Kingdom of Cambo-
dia. The Meeting was chaired
by Cambodia under the

theme "ASEAN A.C.T.:
Addressing Challenges
Together." He said that in the
meeting ASEAN reaffirmed
commitment to address its
common challenges and to
sustain the momentum of
ASEAN's community-build-
ing efforts with a strong sense
of togetherness.  ASEAN also
discussed the need to further
strengthen engagement and
cooperation with Dialogue
Partners and external part-
ners, including through exist-
ing ASEAN-led mechanisms,
and the importance of
ASEAN Centrality, credibility
and relevance in maintaining
peace, stability, and prosper-
ity in the regional and global
endeavours amidst uncer-
tainty and rapid changes in
Southeast Asia and beyond.
The ASEAN underscored the
importance of maintaining
ASEAN's unity and Centrali-
ty in its community-building
efforts and engagement with
external partners. - NNI 

ASEAN regional integration to contribute
for global economic development

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Free and Fair Election Net-
work (FAFEN) calls upon the
Parliament and political par-
ties to strengthen the regula-
tions on political finance to
curtail the role of money in
elections that has practically
deprived the majority of the
population of exercising their
right to contest elections.
FAFEN urges the political
parties represented in the
Parliament and those outside
to develop a consensus on
critical electoral reforms,
including those required to
regulate the use of money in
elections. The Elections Act,
2017 has weak provisions to
regulate political finance,
which encouraged excessive
use of money in General
Elections 2018 and subse-

quent by-elections and local
government elections.
Meaningful reforms for regu-
lating election expenses and
political finance are impera-
tive to boost public confi-
dence in the democratic dis-
pensation. FAFEN considers
the recent order by the Elec-
tion Commission on the pro-
hibited funding case as the
awakening call for strength-
ening legal and regulatory
checks on parties' accounts
and sources of funds, along
with provisions to bind the
Commission to scrutinize
the political parties' audited
statements annually. The
timely scrutiny is a prerequi-
site for greater diligence
among political parties
about their accounts and
sources of funds.  FAFEN

also recommends strength-
ening the legal framework to
regulate the expenses
incurred during an election
by contesting candidates and
political parties alike, and
timely scrutiny of assets and
liabilities submitted by the
Members of Parliament and
Provincial Assemblies. Any
false or materially incorrect
submissions or withholding
information should be crimi-
nalized with punitive impli-
cations, including disqualifi-
cation.  The current provi-
sions in the Elections Act,
2017 do not clearly define
the election expenses or pro-
vide any implication for a
person making election
expenses on a candidate's
behalf without the candi-
date's permission.   - SABAH  

FAFEN Calls for Stringent Regulations on
Political Finance

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
Balochistan Government
Spokesperson Farah Azeem
Shah on Sunday con-
demned the vilification
campaign on social media
against the state institu-
tions. Addressing a news
conference in Islamabad
she said the people of
Balochistan and the whole
country stand in solidarity
with the armed forces of the
country. "We are ready to
render every kind of sacri-
fice alongside our armed
forces for the defense of our
motherland", she added.

Strongly condemning the
sinister social media cam-

paign against the state insti-
tutions, the Spokesperson
said no patriotic Pakistani
can speak against the
national institutions which
guarantee the security and

solidarity of the state.
She also said, "We should

join hands to tackle the
internal and external chal-
lenges faced by our coun-
try."-Agencies

Balochistan govt spokesperson
condemns smear campaign
against state institutions BEIJING, August 7: China's

export growth unexpectedly
picked up speed in July, offer-
ing an encouraging boost to
the economy as it struggles to
recover from a sharp,
COVID-induced slump,
though imports remained
sluggish.

Outbound shipments grew
18.0% in July from a year ear-
lier, the fastest pace this year,
official customs data showed
on Sunday, compared with a
17.9% rise in June and beat-
ing analysts' expectations for
a 15.0% gain.

Analysts had expected

exports to fade amid growing
signs of cooling global con-
sumption.

A global factory survey
released last week showed
demand weakened in July,
with orders and output index-
es falling to their weakest lev-

els since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic in early
2020.

China's official manufactur-
ing survey indicated activity
contracted last month, raising
fears that the economy's
recovery from widespread
lockdowns in spring will be
slower and bumpier than
expected. But there were
signs that transport and sup-
ply chain disruptions caused
by the lockdowns were con-
tinuing to ease, just in time
for shippers preparing for
peak year-end shopping
demand. - Agencies 

China's export growth gains steam
despite weakening global demand

ISLAMABAD, August 7:
The SECP Chairman Aamir
Khan said that the launch of
EMLAAK Financials, the
country's first Mutual Fund
Market Place, is a major stride
towards expanding investor
outreach, and improving cus-
tomer experience. The SECP
Chairman was addressing to
the launch ceremony of
Emlaak Financials held at the
CDC house. Emlaak Finan-
cials is Pakistan's first invest-
ment platform allowing digital
account opening and online
investments in different mutu-
al funds with centralized track-

ing.  This digital platform will
facilitate investors in making
informed decisions by provid-
ing a convenient, consolidated
and interactive dashboard of
investments empowering
them to invest with conven-
ience without having to physi-
cally visit the AMCs. Aamir
Khan said the SECP has been
implementing a series of
reforms focusing at improving
the weak linkage between the
capital markets and the real
economy of the country,
reducing excessive regulatory
layers and high costs of com-
pliance, improving the access

to private capital for large proj-
ects, and a less than perfect
role in expanding financial
inclusion. It was evident that
along with regulatory reform,
Khan said, embracing digitali-
sation was a critical enabler for
moving forward. Accordingly,
SECP initiated an internal dig-
italisation transformation pro-
gram, Leading Efficiency
through Automated Prowess
(LEAP), and simultaneously
encouraging its regulated sec-
tors to accelerate the use of
technology within their opera-
tional and business areas.   -
DNA  

EMLAAK; Country's first digital market
place of mutual fund launched

SIALKOT, August 7::
Sialkot Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (SCCI) sen-
ior vice president Sheikh
Zohaib Rafique Sethi said on
Sunday that Sialkot was an
important economic hub,
from where 99 percent prod-
ucts were exported to various
parts of the globe.  Talking to a
state run news agency, he said
that currently, around 20,000
active member firms were
registered with Sialkot Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry
(SCCI).  He said the district
was contributing over US 3
billion dollars yearly to the
national exchequer through
exports and was playing a piv-
otal role in promoting busi-

ness and trade activities in the
region. He said that Sialkot
exporters were the "Roaming
Ambassadors of
Pakistan",which were not only
travelling for fetching the
highly valuable foreign
exchange for the country but
also making efforts to intro-
duce Pakistan through their
products.  He said thousands
of small and medium sized
industries were functioning in
and around Sialkot and was
globally known for its quality
products, unique export cul-
ture and for manufacturing
value-added goods like
leather products, sports
goods, surgical instruments,
gloves of all sorts, textiles

items, sports wear, martial
arts uniforms & accessories,
musical instruments, kitchen-
ware, hollow ware, knives,
cutlery items and military uni-
form badges etc.  He said that
Sialkot made footballs, field
hockey sticks, cricket gear and
boxing gloves were used in
international games including
the Olympics and World
Cups. It may be mentioned
that surgical and sports goods
industries were the oldest
industries which were playing
tremendous role not only in
strengthening the national
economy but also in providing
employment opportunities to
hundreds industrial workers.
-NNI 

Sialkot important economic hub
of Pakistan: SCCI

ISLAMABAD, August 7: :
The Utility Stores Corporation
(USC) has jacked up the prices
of pulses at its stores following
a hike in other markets of the
country, sources reported on
Sunday.

The price change notifica-
tion for pulses has also been
issued at utility stores. The
additional prices will be appli-
cable immediately.

According to the notifica-
tion, the prices of various
pulses have increased up to

Rs48 per kg. The price of
black gram has been
increased by Rs 48 per kg, tak-
ing up the price from  Rs172 to
Rs220 per kg.

The price of lentils has been
jacked up from Rs 270 to
Rs310 per kg, the price of red
beans has increased from
Rs235 to Rs270 per kg and
the price of whole lentils has
increased up by Rs275 to
Rs310 per kg. Meanwhile, the
price of yellow lentils has
increased up from Rs170 to

Rs200 per kg.
A day earlier, the incumbent

government jacked up prices
of various items at utility
stores across the country.
Prices of branded tea, milk,
spices, honey, toothpaste,
shampoo, and other items
have been increased by the
government. As per the notifi-
cation, the price of 950 grams
of branded tea increased by
Rs198, after which the price of
tea has been increased from
Rs697 to Rs895.-SABAH

Utility Stores jack up prices of pulses

DHAKA, August 7: : Thou-
sands of Bangladeshis
besieged fuel stations across
the country after the govern-
ment raised prices by as much
as 52 percent, the largest jump
on record, on the back of high-
er oil prices. Dhaka
announced Friday that the
price of petrol was going up by
51.7 percent and diesel by 42.5
percent from midnight.
Motorcycle riders raced to fuel

stations nationwide to try and
fill up before the price rise
went into effect. Some sta-
tions paused sales, and spo-
radic protests broke out.
Demonstrators said the
increases will disproportion-
ately hit the country's tens of
millions of poor people, who
use diesel to power transport
and farming irrigation
pumps. In Sylhet, retailers
tried to impose the higher

prices immediately after the
hike was announced, Police
Commissioner Md. Nisharul
Arif told AFP. "People gath-
ered and protested in front of
all the fuel pumps in Sylhet
city."

There were similar protests
in other cities.

Energy minister Nasru
Hamid told reporters the deci-
sion was driven by global mar-
kets. - NNI

Record Bangladesh fuel prices
hike triggers huge queues
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calling others thieves
and robbers," said
Hamza.

"If Nawaz was disquali-
fied for not taking a
salary from his son then
Khan is immersed in
prohibited funding from
head to toe," he added.

Regarding the PTI's
demand for snap polls,
Hamza stated that elec-
tions will be held as per
schedule in 2023, adding
that he is hopeful that
his uncle will lead the
election campaign of his
party.

The PML-N leader,
while commenting on
Punjab CM's election,
said that his party will
not leave this matter like
this and will seek justice
from the court.

"When a full court will
be formed in this matter,
then the case will be
crystal clear," he added.

Hamza had to quit the
office of CM after the
Supreme Court gave its
verdict on the PTI peti-
tion against the deputy
speaker's ruling. Pervez
Elahi of the PML-Q
replaced him as Punjab
CM due to the verdict.

Hamza arrived in Lon-
don on a private visit on
Friday and is expected to
stay in the British capital
for a few days. During
his stay in London, the
former chief minister
has met party supremo,
Nawaz Sharif, who is
there since 2019 and
other family members.-
Agencies

After dollar ...
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region. For a lasting and
just solution of the Palestin-
ian issue, Pakistan renews
its call for a viable, inde-
pendent and contiguous
Palestinian State, with pre-
1967 borders, and Al-Quds
Al-Sharif as its capital, in
accordance with the rele-
vant United Nations and
OIC resolutions.-PR

Pakistan ...

National Herald Tribune, Monday, August 8, 2022 
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information includes
their name, father's
name, copy of National
Identity Card, phone
number, residential
address, date of
appointment, and
details of where they are
posted now.  The case
came into the limelight
when Abdul Rahman, an
engineer of the institu-
tion approached the
Brigadier Shuja Hasan
CEO of Pakistan Steel
Mill with documentary
evidence having alarm-
ing revelations of the
alleged theft of more
than 10 billion rupees in
the mill.  The matter
was also raised by PSM
Insaf Labour Union.
Earlier, the PSM's inter-
nal investigation also
found evidence of the
involvement of senior
management officers,
which has been provided
to the FIA by the min-
istry. -DNA 

FIA starts ...
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regarding the foreign

funding case, the minister
observed.

She said, "all doors are
closed for a foreign agent
and foreign aided party in
the law."

The minister said the PTI
was needed to submit reply
in the ECP where it failed to
justify a single rupee of the
funds received in the bank
account. There was no need
of any response now, she
added.

"The lies, fraud and drama
of a foreign agent and for-
eign aided party must end,"
she remarked.

She said Imran Khan
made false case of 20kg
heroine on Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah as he was
afraid of him.

Imran Khan, out of his
fear for Rana Sanaullah,
whisked away from Islam-
abad on May 25 and hid in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
minister added.-APP

ECP verdict ...
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It wouldn’t quite be true to say
that everything was rosy at
Manchester United a year ago,
but they had finished second in
the Premier League the previous
season and had added Jadon
Sancho and Raphäel Varane to
the squad. The doubts around
Ole Gunnar Solskjær’s manage-
ment meant a serious title chal-
lenge still seemed unlikely but
nobody really expected them to
fall to sixth, with 16 points fewer
than they had gathered the previ-
ous season.

The campaign began well
enough, with a 5-1 demolition of
Leeds and then four points from
admittedly less-than-inspiring
performances in away games at
Southampton and Wolves. This
seemed the familiar pattern:
Solskjær’s United excelled
against teams who came at them
and left space for the pace of
their forward line to exploit, but
found it harder against teams
who sat deep.

And then, in the final week of
the transfer window, came the
oddest of distractions: the
reports that Cristiano Ronaldo,
his relationship with Juventus
fractured, was on the verge of
joining Manchester City. At
which point the United machine
sprang into action – Sir Alex
Ferguson, Rio Ferdinand, Bruno
Fernandes, the generations com-

ing together for one dreadful
mistake – to ensure that he
signed for United instead. If City
had devised an operation to
destabilise a club that was just
beginning to look like it might
conceivably re-emerge as a rival,
it could hardly have executed it
better.

United played poorly for much
their first game against a dismal
Newcastle, but Ronaldo scored
twice in a 4-1 win and that was
enough. Grown men wept: the
prodigal son had returned. And
so the Solskjær nostalgia project
was derailed by an even more
intense nostalgia. The frolic in
past glories obscured the chaos
of the present. Solskjær’s foot-
ball was about sitting deep and
striking on the break, but
Ronaldo meant there was no
pace in the forward line. The
gameplan disintegrated. United
won just four of their following
13 games and Solskjær was
sacked.

It is impossible, of course, to
know how different players’ form
and confidence might have been
had Ronaldo not been there,
although it is safe to say he has
not been great for dressing-room
harmony. It’s true he has scored
goals – 18 in the Premier League,
eight more than anybody else in
the squad – but United as a
whole scored 16 fewer than the
previous season. While those
goals often got United out of dif-

ficult situations, it’s also true that
many of those situations were of
Ronaldo’s making.

Would Solskjær still be in
charge if Ronaldo hadn’t joined?
Given United might have been
able to build on what had gone
before, might have qualified for
this season’s Champions League,
it’s certainly possible. But
instead Ronaldo remains – for
now – a totem of a club that, hav-
ing lost faith in its capacity to
plan for the future, knows only
how to look back.

The face in front of the spon-
sors’ board changes. The tone
changes. The ideas the team are
trying to enact change. But the
fundamental problems remain.
Manchester United remain
under the Glazers, and that
means what the manager does is
of limited significance beside the
great mess of the club’s super-
structure, with its multiple advi-
sors and consultants and brains
trusts, all of them feeding into a
board that gets big decisions
wrong over and over and over
again.

Of all those errors, bringing
Ronaldo back on £26.8m a year
might be the most egregious. He
undermined Solskjær. Ralf
Rangnick, weirdly appointed
coach after a decade as a sporting
director, was never going to be
able to handle him. And so now
Erik ten Hag has to handle the
fallout.

“Sunday, the King plays,”
Ronaldo posted on Instagram
before last weekend’s friendly
against Rayo Vallecano. But he
lasted only 45 minutes and then
disappeared long before the final
whistle, something Ten Hag
described as “unacceptable”. And
this is part of the Ronaldo prob-
lem: his will to achieve perfection
rarely has room for lesser consid-
erations, such as his manager,
his teammates or his club.

He wants out and is deter-
mined to force an exit, but
Ronaldo is now 37 and the clubs
who can afford him don’t seem
to want him. This isn’t quite
Madame Tussauds melting
down George Best’s waxwork
and turning him into Rodney
Marsh, but it must be sobering
for Ronaldo to realise he is no
longer what he once was. And so,
off the pitch as on it, his lack of
movement is causing problems
for the Manchester United man-
ager.

Ronaldo, it goes without say-
ing, is not a fit for Ten Hag’s style
of play. A fresh start will be
incredibly difficult if he lingers.
But equally, if he goes, United’s
options at centre-forward are
Marcus Rashford and Anthony
Martial, the former having start-
ed just 13 league games last sea-
son and the latter being loaned
out after just two.

Ten Hag’s start has been prom-
ising. He has imposed discipline.

Every pre-season there is talk
that the squad is fitter than ever,
but this time it seems that may
be at least partially true. The ban
on personal chefs feels largely
symbolic, but it refocuses play-
ers’ lives on the club.

But the board has not yet given
him Frenkie de Jong despite a
pursuit so protracted even Dick
Dastardly and Muttley might
have given up by now. It has not
yet delivered a right-back. Talks
over signing the Slovenian for-
ward Benjamin Sesko from Red
Bull Salzburg, meanwhile, have
been described as “complicated”
– although that may be another
way of saying United are embar-
rassed at potentially having to
fork out £50m for a 19-year-old
they could have signed three

years ago for £2.5m.
A year ago, the board did deliv-

er Ronaldo, whose celebrity mass
is such that even a club as great
as United ends up being drawn
into his gravitational field. Ten
Hag’s job, trying to remould an
unbalanced squad patched
together through years of pursu-
ing wildly differing strategies,
trying to re-inspire disillusioned
players while coming to terms
with a new coaching environ-
ment, would be hard enough
anyway.

But now he has to deal with the
United board’s biggest mistake
and find a way, while remaining
diplomatic, of getting Ronaldo
out of the club to everybody’s sat-
isfaction, of resolving a crisis that
is entirely the board’s creation.
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MONITORING DESK

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) will not compensate
Pakistan players for missing
the inaugural edition of the
UAE International League
(ILT20). ILT20 had contact-
ed several many star play-
ers, including skipper Babar
Azam, Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Shadab Khan and
Mohammad Rizwan. Few of
them were even received an
offer of PKR 120 million to
140 million.

However, justifying the
busiest schedule, PCB is not
allowing its cricketers to
participate in this league yet.
Two star players applied for-
mally for NOC but PCB
rejected, while others did
not contact after viewing the
rejection.

According to sources,
players will get nothing over
missing out on offers of
crores as PCB is only obliged
to pay compensation if the
league is taking place during
the off-season.

Last month, the PCB
Board of Governors (BoG)
meeting allocated a special

fund under workload man-
agement for elite players to
keep them fully fit and avail-
able for the country.

Under this, the intention
to compensate up to 60% of
the loss was expressed.
However, sources say this
does not apply to the ILT20
and other leagues because

there will be a lot of cricket
happening in Pakistan dur-
ing those days.

If the board prevents a
player from participating in
the league during the off-
season, the loss will only be
compensated.

A top official, when con-
tacted, said that players are
now asked to seek permis-
sion first, even before nam-
ing a league in the draft.

If someone joins the draft
by himself and then gets
selected but does not get the
NOC, it will bring our crick-
et into disrepute.

On the other hand, the
sources further said that
many players are unhappy
due to the expected heavy
financial loss, they want to
meet PCB Chairman Ramiz
Raja and put their concerns
before him.

PCB won't compensate Pakistan
players for not playing UAE's ILT20

Players will get nothing over missing out on offers of crores as PCB is only
obliged to pay compensation if the league is taking place during the off-season

MONITORING DESK

Sikandar Raza's second suc-
cessive unbeaten century and
captain Regis Chakabva's 102 off
just 75 balls fired Zimbabwe to a
five-wicket win over Bangladesh
to complete their first ODI series
win against a major team in five
years. Raza had earlier taken 3
for 56 to help restrict the visitors
to 290-9 after a blistering start,
and his calculated approach in
the chase, punctuated by
breathtaking shots, gave a full
house at the Harare Sports Club
a Sunday to remember.

Two days after his 192-run
fourth-wicket stand with
Innocent Kaia had taken
Zimbabwe to a five-wicket win

in the first ODI, Raza had the
company of Chakabva while
scripting another challenging
chase. Chakabva made his
maiden ODI hundred, which,
coming up in just 73 balls, was
the fastest by a Zimbabwe batter
in ODIs. Coming together at a
precarious 49 for 4, Raza and
Chakabva added 201 for the fifth
wicket, off just 189 balls. It was
only the third 200-plus stand in
Zimbabwe's ODI history, and
their highest for the fifth wicket.
Raza has now been involved in
two of the three 200-plus
stands.

The end came swiftly even
though Chakabva fell with
Zimbabwe still needing 41 to
win. But debutant Tony

Munyonga, after a nervous
start, cracked Shoriful Islam
for a four and two sixes in the
47th over, after Taskin Ahmed
dropped him at the start of the
over. The over ended with
Munyonga dropped once
again, at point.

Zimbabwe started their 291-
run chase worse than how they
started their 304-run chase in
the first ODI. Hasan Mahmud
had both Takudzwanashe
Kaitano and Kaia caught behind
within the first three overs.
Wessly Madhevere was lbw to
Mehidy Hasan Miraz, before
Taijul Islam made it 49 for 4
when Tadiwanashe Marumani
was caught in the covers in the
left-arm spinner's first over. 

Zimbabwe seal series victory
after Raza & Chakabva script
thrilling comeback
- Coming together at 49 for 4 in a chase of 292, the
fifth-wicket pair put on a rollicking 201-run stand

AFP

LIVERPOOL:Chelsea put
a troubled pre-season
behind them to start their
Premier League campaign
with a 1-0 win at Everton on
Saturday thanks to
Jorginho's penalty.

Blues boss Thomas Tuchel
warned last week that
Chelsea were "not ready" for
the new season after a gru-
elling tour of the United
States, which included a 4-0
thrashing at the hands of
Arsenal, left his squad
drained. However, a new era
at Stamford Bridge is picking
up pace off the field with the
signings of Marc Cucurella
and Carney Chukwuemeka
in recent days joining new
arrivals Raheem Sterling and
Kalidou Koulibaly.

Sterling, Koulibaly and
Cucurella made their debuts
as Chelsea ended a run of
four consecutive defeats at
Goodison Park despite a
patchy performance.

"We have struggled in the
last seasons to get points
here and we have the

points," said Tuchel.
"A win is a win, it's the

most important thing, but
we have to get better.

"We are maybe not at the
highest level. We have
brought players in but they
came in late, pre-season was
a bit turbulent but the last
week of training was promis-
ing." Everton's pre-season
preparations were rocked this
week by an injury that ruled
England striker Dominic
Calvert-Lewin out for the first
six weeks of the season. The
Toffees suffered another
injury blow early on when
Ben Godfrey suffered a sus-
pected broken leg after com-
ing off worse in a challenge
with Kai Havertz, while Yerry
Mina limped off in the second
half. "When it rains, it
pours," said Everton boss
Frank Lampard. "Ben
Godfrey's injury feels like it
is a small fracture of his leg.

"We are assessing that. He
will be out for a while, Mina
is an ankle injury and could
be out for a while."

Everton have been predict-
ed to struggle again after just

staving off relegation last
season.

But they could easily have
taken at least a point from a
spirited display.

Chelsea goalkeeper
Edouard Mendy made a fine
save to prevent James
Tarkowski heading Everton
in front on his debut.

Sterling was also denied a
debut goal by the offside flag
after he swept home after
Jordan Pickford spilled
Mason Mount's shot.

Everton's good work
before the break was undone
in the eighth minute of
added on time for the
lengthy stoppage for
Godfrey's injury.

Ben Chilwell was bundled
over inside the box by
Abdoulaye Doucoure and,
unlike in the Euro 2020
final, Jorginho sent Pickford
the wrong way from the spot
for the decisive goal.

Everton pushed valiantly
in search of an equaliser
after the break, but were
blunt in attack without the
presence of Calvert-Lewin or
the departed Richarlison.

Tuchel wants Chelsea to
improve despite Everton win

BRINGING RONALDO BACK
Ten Hag’s first task is to sort out United’s biggest mistake

SPORTS DESK

ENGLAND all-rounder
Moeen Ali has
warned that other

players could follow team-
mate Ben Stokes in quitting
one-day internationals and
that the format could
become completely obsolete
if nothing is done to fix the
game's hectic calendar.

Stokes, England's Test
captain, announced his
shock retirement from 50-
over cricket at the age 31 last

month, citing an "unsustain-
able" schedule that has come
under strain because of the
emergence of franchise-
based Twenty20 leagues.

The International Cricket
Council's (ICC) insistence on
staging one global event
every year has further added
to that workload.

"At the moment it's not
sustainable, in my opinion,"
Moeen said on the sidelines
of The Hundred, where he is
leading Birmingham
Phoenix. "Something has to
be done because I fear losing

the 50-over format in a cou-
ple of years because it's
almost like the long, boring
one... the 50 overs is just in
the middle - there's no
importance given to it at the
moment." Other England
players such as Jos Buttler
and Joe Root have also
voiced their concerns about
scheduling while India spin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin
has questioned the relevance
of the format.

"International cricket in all
three formats is by far the
best cricket to play," added
Moeen, who quit test cricket
last year. "But I do worry
there are so many tourna-
ments out there that players
are retiring more now - and
you'll see more retiring soon
- because of overlapping
schedules." The ICC this
week said it hoped to retain
the sport's all-format players
despite mounting criticism,
with chief executive Geoff
Allardice stressing that most
players still had ambitions to
play in World Cups and ICC
events.

Moeen Ali fears ODI cricket
could die in couple of years
Other England players such as Jos Buttler and Joe Root have 

also voiced their concerns about scheduling while India spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin has questioned the relevance of the format B I R M I N G H A M :

Pakistan’s ace sprinter
Shajar Abbas failed to mark
an impression as he finished
last in the final sprint of the
men’s 200m at the
Commonwealth Games,
here on Saturday.

Shajar crossed the finish
line in 21.18 seconds which
proved insufficient to earn
him any medal in the com-
petition.

Whereas, Jereem
Richards of Trinidad and
Tobago bagged the gold
medal in the race as he fin-
ished first in a record 19.80
while Zharnel Hughes of
England claimed silver in
20.12 and Joseph Amoah of
Ghana grabbed bronze in
20.49.

Earlier on Friday, the
Pakistani athlete clocked
20.89 in the 200m semi-
final and finished third in
his heat to qualify for the
final.

Despite an upsetting out-
come in the final, Shajar
became the first Pakistani
athlete to qualify for the
Athletics semi-final after 30
years.

Shajar Abbas
finishes last in
200m final of
CWG athletics

MANCHESTER: Ryan Giggs is used
to life in the public eye as a footballer
who grew from a dazzling teenage tal-
ent at Manchester United into the
most-decorated player in English foot-
ball history. Giggs is in the spotlight in
Manchester once more on Monday as
he stands trial on charges of control-
ling and coercive behaviour against his
former girlfriend Kate Greville
between August 2017 and November
2020.

The 47-year-old is also accused of
assaulting Greville, causing her actual
bodily harm, and common assault of
her younger sister, Emma Greville, at

his home. Giggs has denied the allega-
tions and pleaded not guilty to all
charges. But the case has already had
implications on his coaching career.

Giggs missed the chance to lead
Wales to last year's European
Championships after being placed on
leave by the Welsh FA since November
2020. He finally resigned from that
role in June after Wales qualified for
the World Cup under the stewardship
of his former assistant Rob Page.

But it is for his exploits on the field
for Manchester United that Giggs
made his name.

Former United manager Alex

Ferguson recalled his first glimpse of
the boy who would play a pivotal role
throughout his Old Trafford reign.

"I remember the first time I saw
him," he said. "He was 13 and he float-
ed across the ground like a cocker
spaniel chasing a piece of silver paper
in the wind."

Off the pitch he became a pin-up and
was one of the most marketable play-
ers as the glitzy Premier League era
began. Giggs was never a vocal leader
on the field in the mould of some of his
Manchester United teammates, and
was not considered automatic man-
agement material. - AFP

Giggs fights to clear his name

Federal Minister for IPC Ehsanur Rehman Mazari awading 
winning trophy of table tennis tournament to Mudaser Raja at PSB.


